
The Cambridge Skating 
Club as Reported in 
the Cambridge Public 
Library’s Historical 
Newspaper Collection 

Annette LaMond
Historian,  
Cambridge Skating Club



Cover: Cambridge Skating Club rink after 
the Blizzard of February 13–14, 1899



1

The Cambridge Skating Club as Reported in the Cambridge 
Public Library’s Historical Newspaper Collection 

For lighting, we knew – from the club’s 50th anniversary 
history – that it was the custom to string Japanese lanterns 
across the ice. But according to the articles, there were also 
bonfires, and when there was snow, candles were placed in 
hollowed-out niches in snowbanks. (There were no flood 
lights on utility poles in the club’s first decades.) The first 
mention of refreshments – hot coffee and chocolate and 
sandwiches – was noted in February 1907. Another theme 
that emerges in the articles is music. There were evenings 
when the ice was full of waltzing couples.

Research into the names of people mentioned in the arti-
cles indicates that the club attracted Harvard and Radcliffe 
students in the early years and also skaters from Boston. 
Checking genealogy sources, one finds that there were 
many “skating” cousins. Among the skaters who frequent-
ed Willard Street were champions who lent excitement to 
the scene. Of course, skating is fun, but the opportunity to 
skate with accomplished skaters, who generously shared 
pointers, added to the club’s allure.

The names in the articles also record the members who 
stepped forward to lead the club. Perhaps the central 
explanation for the club’s continuing success has been the 
successive generations of volunteers who have lent their 
time. They steered the club through social change and 
economic ups and downs; their financial management 
allowed the purchase of Mrs. Thorp’s field and the building 
of a beautiful clubhouse; and always, they kept the fun of 
skating front and center. In encouraging members to enjoy 
the club, each leader has recruited his or her successor 
– not in a calculated way, but by letting people who love 
skating and the club come to the fore.

After the golden age when so many national champions 
could be found practicing at the club, its leaders helped 
show the way to a future not be based on jumps and spins, 
but still is grounded in camaraderie and the unique plea-
sure of gliding on the ice.

The history of the Cambridge Skating Club is well doc-
umented thanks to anniversary books published on the 
occasion of the club’s 50-year mark and then its centennial. 
But there is always more to be found. This paper presents 
a new trove of information – all the articles referring to 
the club in the Cambridge Public Library’s Historical 
Cambridge Newspaper Collection. At the time that the 
club’s centennial history was published in 2002, the 
newspapers were available on microfiche, but there was 
no time-efficient way to undertake a systematic search 
for references to the CSC. That changed after Community 
Preservation Act grants (in 2010 and 2015) funded the dig-
itization of the Library’s Cambridge historic newspapers.

What follows is a collection of articles that mention the 
Cambridge Skating Club. Some fall into the press-release 
category, clearly written by members of the club’s board. 
Others were written by reporters as news items or human 
interest features. Some articles are lengthy; some are short; 
and some mention the club only tangentially. 

None of the articles was saved for the club files, so they 
provide a new window into the club’s past. Although no 
one item calls for a rewriting of the club’s history, taken to-
gether, they add depth to our knowledge of its early years, 
its glorious decades as a center of figure skating, and then 
its rebirth as a local hub for recreational skaters, including 
hockey players. After some of the articles, I have added 
italicized comments to give context and introduce back-
ground information that would have been understood by 
Cambridge readers of yesteryear.

Regarding some of the new details: An article from 
January 1898 mentions that the initial membership was 
comprised of 75 “ladies and gentlemen” (presumably not 
counting their children). By March 1907, the club had a 
membership of 500 with a waiting list. In December 1930, 
when the new clubhouse opened its doors, membership 
stood at 1,200 – about where it stands today.

The articles also expand what we know about the club’s 
early evening carnivals. Imagine turnouts of 400 – even 
500 – people. How did so many skaters congregate on the 
ice at one time? It must be remembered that before the 
tennis courts were installed, the ice rested on the ground, 
a condition that could accommodate a crowd. 
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The Newspapers 
The compilation – drawn from the CPL’s Historic 
Cambridge Newspaper Collection (1846 through 2019) – 
includes articles from four (mostly) weekly publications: 
Cambridge Chronicle; Cambridge Press; Cambridge 
Sentinel; and Cambridge Tribune.

The first issue of the Cambridge Chronicle – just four 
pages – was published May 7, 1846, from offices at the cor-
ner of Main [now Massachusetts Avenue] and Magazine 
Streets. 

The Cambridge Tribune was added to the mix on March 7, 
1873. The Tribune’s office was in Brattle Square. Regarded 
as an Old Cambridge paper, it strove to be “good and 
reliable,” its motto, “independence without fear of any sort 
or party; charity towards all.” Like the Cambridge Press, 
the first extant edition dates to 1887. There are a few gaps 
in the record. The paper ceased publication in December 
1941.

Finally, the Cambridge Sentinel, a weekly Democratic 
paper debuted on October 31, 1903. The last edition in the 
CPL collection was December 1947.

Editorial Notes
The articles were found through searches based on names 
and topics. It is possible that my searches missed a few 
Cambridge skating-related items. 

In cases where two or more papers published an article on 
the same day, the features are organized alphabetically, by 
the name of the paper. Comparison of same-day articles 
suggests that they were based on press releases or reports 
provided by the club; close reading shows some variation 
in detail. 

Newspaper articles reproduced with optical character 
scanning come with errors – an “i” can become “l”, an “a” 
can translate into an “o” or an “e”, and so forth. Potential 
for error lurks in every word. I have attempted to cor-
rect the inevitable transcription errors by comparing the 
scanned text with the original, but there are undoubtedly 
still mistakes hiding in the texts of the articles.

Regarding optical scanning transcription errors – some 
are humorous, e.g., references to the Cambridge Porc 
Department. The most humorous one that I have seen – 
an article on the Cambridge Stealing Club (Cambridge 
Tribune, February 25, 1905).

I have let stand old-fashioned spellings and capitalization 
styles for the names of streets and institutions. However, 
I have followed modern style in closing spaces between 
initials to improve readability. 

Where I noticed an error in a name, I added a sic with 
correction in brackets.

This compilation gives the full text of most articles, but in 
some, only relevant excerpts. A few of the articles included 
photographs, but they were of generally poor quality or 
marginal interest, so they are not reproduced here. They 
can easily be found by accessing cambridge.dlconsulting.
com and using its search tools.
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Cambridge Chronicle
18 December 1897, p.18
Ice Polo. [Excerpt]

At an informal meeting of representatives from the 
Cambridge, Somerville, Roxbury, English high and 
Melrose schools last Tuesday evening, a schedule of ice 
polo games was drawn up. The games will probably be 
played at Franklin field, Spy pond in Arlington and Ell 
pond in Melrose. The management of the Charles River 
park is planning to flood the inclosure and keep the ice 
in good shape for skating, and that rink will perhaps be 
chosen for some of the games scheduled for Franklin field, 
and possibly for some of the others. Another scheme of 
interest to Cambridge skaters is the plan to run a rink near 
Mt. Auburn and Brattle streets, to be supported by private 
subscriptions [emphasis added]. 

This news item provides the first mention of the Cambridge 
Skating Club in the Cambridge newspapers! A notice of the 
new club had been mailed on December 2.

Cambridge Tribune
15 January 1898, p.5
Old Cambridge [items]

...Speaking of skating, the private skating-ground on 
Willard street is proving to be a great success. About 
seventy-five Old Cambridge ladies and gentlemen belong 
to the association which is privileged to make use of this 
flooded field, which is readily accessible from Brattle 
street. In Boston, the “Four Hundred” have recently con-
structed a delightful and select skating pond; with ample 
accommodations, the site chosen being the Chutes on 
Huntington Avenue.

Apart from several pieces of ephemera, there are no records 
from the first years of the Cambridge Skating Club, so this 
item gives new information on the number of members. It 
also pinpoints the location of a Boston skating destination 
known as the Chutes. According to the first historian of the 
Cambridge Skating Club, Cambridge skaters enjoyed this 
Boston skating venue. Friendships made there played a role 
in the formation of the Skating Club of Boston.

Cambridge Tribune
18 February 1899, p.5
Old Cambridge [Item]

…Although the recent heavy snows have caused the 
Cambridge Skating club no little trouble, and the last thaw 
has spoiled the skating, members might have skated on 
the whole or part of the rink, all or part of every day but 
one, from January 26 to February 16. The snows early in 
the season fell, into water after a thaw, and could not be 

removed until much of the succeeding frost was con-
sumed in making a new body, but the recent snows have 
fallen on hard ice, and Mr. Sullivan and his assistants 
have succeeded in keeping the ice clear during every fall 
but that of the blizzard on Monday. Then the heavy wind 
prevented work after half past two in the afternoon, and 
around the edges six feet accumulated before morning, 
but there was good skating on over half of the surface 
early on Tuesday afternoon, a most excellent record. The 
light snow that collects after the scrapers during a fall of 
snow is often less obstruction to enjoyable skating than the 
cuttings of a crowd of skaters on a fair day. Not clear sky, 
but a moderate degree of frost, is the essential requisite for 
good skating; and in cold weather, an enthusiastic skater 
ought, not to be daunted by a little snow when appliances 
and men can get it from under foot, so easily and quickly 
as Mr. Sullivan and his men do. The rink was a picturesque 
scene last Tuesday and Wednesday, an acre of smooth ice 
surrounded by banks of snow almost ten feet high. During 
the warm noons that are to follow, these banks may cause 
some trouble by flooding the surface with more water than 
the moderate frost of the night and morning can freeze 
solid. Hitherto there has been good skating considerably 
over half the time, and unless the weather proves exasper-
atingly perverse, some good skating may yet be enjoyed 
mornings up to ten o’clock, and evenings after sundown.

This article memorializes the Great Valentine’s Blizzard of 
1899. The account was likely written by George H. Browne 
who had taken charge of the club’s ice committee and kept a 
detailed daily log of the season. See “An Epic Winter” on the 
club’s website. 

The article can be compared with a small framed photo-
graph in the clubhouse that shows the aftermath of the 
blizzard. It was reproduced in the 50th anniversary history, 
undated and captioned “Early Picture of Rink.” Now we 
know when it was taken and we can speculate that it was 
taken by Mr. Browne, whose interests included photography. 
For more on George Browne, see the club’s centennial history 
as well as “Before the Cambridge Skating Club” on the club’s 
website.

Cambridge Chronicle
4 March 1899, p.11
The Cambridge Skating Club.

Only one day’s skating since February 16, and that poor, 
is the significant warning of the weather that the skating 
season is over. The rink will therefore be closed this week. 
Skates, etc., not removed from the clubhouse on or before 
Saturday, March 4, will be left at the owner’s risk.

Of the fifty-six weekdays between December 14, when the 
club opened, and February 16, the last day of good ice, 
the committee have provided skating on thirty-seven. On 
four of these the skating was poor; on thirteen, good; and 
on twenty, excellent. On eight days the ice could hardly 
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have been better. The best ice has been in the morning and 
evening, but few members have used it; most have skated 
in the afternoon, when the ice is softest and most cut up. 
Some of the very best skating has been while snow was 
falling. During every fall that came on hard ice, men with 
steel scrapers have kept the surface clear; the light snow 
that accumulates in the intervals of the passing of the 
scrapers interfere less with enjoyable skating than the cut-
tings of a crowd on a fair day. Thus, in spite of snow, skat-
ing was possible all or part of every day from January 26 
to February 16,—twenty-two consecutive days, including 
the blizzard. Next winter, unless the alternations of frost 
and thaw are even more sudden and violent than they 
have been this winter, the committee hope to do better. 
The puddling of the rink bottom will enable them to begin 
earlier, and they hope that the addition of an ice-plane and 
other improved appliances for making and smoothing ice 
will insure skating on at least fifty days.

Both this article and the one before it read like press briefs 
to the Chronicle and Tribune from the club’s ice committee, 
likely written by George H. Browne. 

Cambridge Chronicle
9 December 1899, p.12
Cambridge Skating Club.

The rink will be opened for skating as soon as the weather 
permits. Subscriptions are now payable and tickets ready 
for distribution. Admission to the ice will be by ticket 
only; and no tickets will be issued to subscribers except by 
the secretary, upon application by name for each ticket or 
coupon. 

Thanks to the continued liberality of the owners of the 
property, the Club is enabled to offer at an extraordinarily 
low price exceptional skating facilities. Last season, skating 
was provided on thirty-seven days; this season, under the 
efficient superintendence of Mr. Stanford Smith, an ex-
perienced skater and ice-maker, the committee expect to 
provide, under no worse weather conditions, skating on at 
least fifty days. Reliable bulletins will be posted at Amee’s, 
Harvard square, the Colonial club, and the B.A.A. A tele-
phone will be set up for use of members under the usual 
restrictions. Lockers will be provided in the club house, 
which may be rented of the superintendent. A covered 
shelter will be provided at the entrance (the inner door of 
which is kept locked); and an outside platform with raised 
seats may be built. Other needed improvements will be 
made, and the grounds surrounded with evergreen trees.

The committee hope the subscriptions will enable the club 
to hold occasional “carnivals,” with music, illumination, 
and, if possible, exhibitions of Figure Skating. Speed-
skating, hockey, polo, and other games are unfortunately 
debarred by the conditions of the rink. In order, therefore, 
to arouse an interest in figure skating, and to encourage 

the younger members to avail themselves of their excep-
tional opportunity to learn to skate well, the club will offer 
bronze, silver, and gold badges to members who pass the 
club’s three tests. The requirements of the elementary test, 
though fundamental, are made easy, so as to attract a large 
number. The expense of such “carnivals” as the commit-
tee have in mind will be comparatively slight; but the 
expenses of the club will be unavoidably increased by the 
necessary cost of hiring expert service in the making and 
the care of the ice,—which demand more time than the 
committee have it in their power to give this season. 

The Cambridge city government has forbidden skating 
on Fresh pond, and as yet has made no provision for a 
substitute; the demand for a family skating club like ours 
was therefore never greater than now. Heads of families 
may obtain single tickets with coupons for regular mem-
bers of their families, by the payment of one dollar extra 
for each coupon. Extra coupons, at the same price, may 
be obtained of the secretary at any subsequent time, on 
application by name for each coupon. Tickets or coupons 
are not transferable. 

Charles Eustis Hubbard,  
Frederick Swift,  
George H. Browne,  
Committee.  
November 29, 1899.

This article is an efficient telling of the founding of the 
Cambridge Skating Club, touching on the generosity of the 
field’s owner [Annie Longfellow Thorp], clubhouse accom-
modations, ice making, encouragement to learn to figure 
skate well, plans for carnivals, communications, and the 
expenses underlying member fees. 

Regarding locations where notices of skating conditions 
would be posted:

Amee’s, Harvard Square (at 1380 Mass Ave and later at 21 
Brattle Street) was a stationer and book store that func-
tioned as a cultural center under the genial ownership of 
brothers, John and Albert Amee. “These Amees!” Cambridge 
Sentinel, 8 August 1936, p.8.

The Colonial Club had been organized in 1890 to provide 
a place where business and professional men from various 
parts of the city could meet to discuss matters of com-
mon interest and enjoy social pleasures. In 1892, the club 
purchased the William James house (20 Quincy Street), 
remodeling it and also adding space for card rooms, bowling 
alleys and bedrooms. In 1928, the club voted to accept the 
offer of Harvard College which planned to use the building 
for a faculty club. “Harvard College Takes Colonial Club as 
Home for Its New Faculty Club,” Cambridge Chronicle, 14 
December 1928, p.1.

The Boston Athletic Association (B.A.A.) was located in a 
Back Bay clubhouse at corner of Exeter and Boylston streets, 
a site that would later give way to the Phillip Johnson wing 
Boston Public Library.
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Cambridge Tribune
23 December 1899, p.5
Old Cambridge [Item]

Skating Club 
When the long-expected cold snap arrives, it will find the 
Cambridge Skating club well prepared, and their rink once 
more a centre of activity. There are many new plans for 
this year which will be made possible by putting the rink 
in the charge of an expert, Mr. Stanford Smith, who is an 
experienced skater and ice-maker. With weather equal 
to last year the committee hope to provide nearly thirty 
per cent more time for skating. Reliable bulletins will be 
posted at Amee’s, Harvard square, the Colonial club and 
the B.A.A. As the city government has forbidden the use 
of Fresh Pond for skating, the rink of the Skating club will 
form an excellent substitute. Speed contests are forbidden 
by the rules of the club, for the sake of the general safe-
ty, but it is planned to arouse a general interest in figure 
skating by offering bronze, silver and gold badges with 
the club insignia to members passing the club’s three tests. 
The prospectus announces that “the requirements of the 
elementary test, though fundamental, are made easy so as 
to attract a large number. Through the winter occasion-
al carnivals will be held with music, illuminations, and, 
probably, exhibitions of figure skating. The rink will be 
open, weather permitting, from 9 A.M. to 5.30 P.M., and 
7.30 to 10 P.M. on week days. The committee in charge is 
made up of Mr. C.E. Hubbard, Mr. Frederick Swift and Mr. 
G.H. Browne. The five-dollar subscription should be sent 
to Mr. F. Swift at 23 Brewster street, in the case of a family 
joining the club, coupons for each additional member may 
be obtained at one dollar apiece.

Note the adjustment in the club’s pricing. When the club 
was launched in December 1897, there was a set fee for a 
family of $5, and $3 for a single. Two years later, a single was 
increased to $5, with families paying an additional $1 for 
each skater.

Cambridge Chronicle
6 January 1900, p.2
“The Chronicler” [Item]

Skaters have been squaring accounts, this week, for the 
long time they were denied the pleasure of a spin on the 
ice during the late unseasonable season. Among those who 
enjoy this kind of sport, there are none more wide-awake 
or more successful in getting real delight from the icy 
course than the members of the Cambridge Skating club. 
The moment that the ice has become thick enough on its 
skating pond, the club has this sign hung about Harvard 
square in places where it will be read: “Good skating. 
Fresh surface sprayed on for tonight.” This announcement 
always brings a merry throng to the glossy field, and for a 
couple of hours, at least, good-natured shouts and laughter 
commingle with the ring of the steel on swiftly gliding 
feet. 

Cambridge Tribune
6 January 1900, p.3
How to Skate

There is at present a wholesome and welcome reviv-
al of interest in skating. Skating clubs, like the Boston, 
Cambridge, Country-club, and some golf clubs, are 
providing open-air surfaces for skating after snow-falls; 
but as yet we have no artificial ice near Boston and are far 
behind foreign skaters in our provision for practice. There 
are no fewer than 21 clubs, with tests for admission, in the 
National Skating Association of Great Britain, which last 
year gave 5 gold, 15 silver, and 48 bronze medals to skaters 
who passed its three tests. Since the tests were established 
in 1884, 60 have passed the first class, 125 the second, 
and 507 the third! On the Continent there are over 100 
organized clubs in the Union, and the calendar contains 
fixtures for more than a dozen speed and figure skating 
competitions. To stimulate an interest in good skating, 
the Cambridge club has recently published an illustrated 
programme of three tests, thereby calling attention anew 
to the best way to learn and the proper way to skate. 

Until Mr. Evans, Mr. Cook, or some other equally au-
thoritative expert shall formulate the essentials of correct 
American form [See note on experts Evans and Cook 
following this article.], American beginners have only two 
styles to choose between: the British and the Continental. 
Our temperament and conditions make us more in-
clined to the Continental style, which has been evolved, 
chiefly by Austrian, German, and Swedish skaters, from 
American skating carried to Europe in 1864 by Jackson 
Haynes. The official requirements of each style are given 
in the little Cambridge club handbook; but the compil-
er rather overstates the effect on English skaters of the 
Continental competition of February, 1898. The style-re-
quirements for the special test of the N.S.A. were adopted 
June 10, 1897, the style-requirements of the International 
Skating Union not until August; and Henning Grenander, 
the winner of the February competition, had been 
domiciled in London for two years; so that the leaders 
at least were not surprised at the graceful skating in the 
non-British style on that occasion. Furthermore, several 
English skaters had been skating for some years in both 
styles, notably some who practise at Davos* in the Swiss 
Engadine. [*Davos was the centre of the strictest English 
and the best Continental skating. See an interesting 
illustrated article on “Winter Sports in the Canton des 
Grisons.” Badminton Magazine, December, 1899.] No one, 
for example, is more rigidly British than Mr. George Wood 
when writing a book on combined figures; but he won a 
competition at Brighton last year in a purely Continental 
style! Consequently, the following extracts from a recent 
paper of his, in the London Field (November 11, 1899), 
come with timely force: 
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“The difference between the two schools is due partly to 
national temperament, but chiefly to the difference in 
skates used. The 7-ft. radius English figure skate, which 
until the last two or three years, was most generally used 
by English skaters, seems to be the natural offspring of the 
flat, long-toed, fen speed-skate. Of late years many skaters 
have taken to a 6-ft. radius; but in either case, the resulting 
curves must be large, and the curve can be reduced only 
by leaning over very much on the edge; but this, the low 
build of the skate forbids. On a natural curve, the surface 
of the blade in contact with the ice is considerable, so that 
the skater distributes his weight over a fairly large area, 
and is in a position of stable equilibrium. Some slight 
swaying of the body forward or backwards would not 
be sufficient to destroy the equilibrium. From this has 
probably arisen the first rule of English skating: ‘Skate with 
the employed leg perfectly straight.’ For this reason, too, 
it has become a recognized rule that the unemployed leg 
must be kept close to the employed. The question as to the 
exact position of this unemployed leg has not been finally 
settled; but whether actually touching, or swinging slightly 
away from and behind the employed leg, it must not aid in 
the movement. 

“Again, the bearing surface of English skates being large, 
the friction is not great, so that the skater, when once he 
has acquired pace, can travel a very considerable distance 
before he need renew his speed by a new stroke; and any 
movement of the skater while so traveling, which may 
tend to change his state of equilibrium and to introduce 
more friction, is wrong. From this comes the rule in 
English skating that the arms are to be used as little as 
possible; they are not to be waved about, but must hang 
loosely and naturally by the side of the body, following 
the motion. From what has been said, it is evident that 
English skaters will naturally skate large and fast, and that 
they should travel evenly and without apparent effort over 
the ice, any marked loss of speed denoting needless and 
wrongful movement of the body or arms, or unemployed 
leg. 

“In the Continental skate the radius is five feet or five 
and one-half feet, and in many patterns the middle of the 
blade is thicker than the extremities, which is equivalent 
to reducing the radius still further. Compared with a man 
on six foot or seven foot skates, the Continental skater is 
always in a position of unstable equilibrium, any slight 
swaying of the body changing the bearing surface of the 
skate considerably, so that the balance depends less on 
the skate itself and more on the skater. For this reason 
the Continental figure skater always keeps the employed 
knee bent, in that by bending it more or less he can to a 
large extent control his balance. And so the first rule of 
Continental skating is: ‘keep the employed leg bent,’ which 
is the exact opposite of the English rule. The arms also are 
used to control the balance in much the same way as they 
are used by a professional tightrope walker, and there is 
a third factor in the preservation of equilibrium, namely, 
the unemployed leg. The skate being of small radius, the 

natural curves described, will also be small, and since the 
bearing surface is small, and is being altered continually, 
the friction set up is great, whereby the skater rapidly loses 
his initial speed, and must perforce describe short curves. 
Hence it is that the Continental skater indulges in small 
figures only, which do not require a great initial speed, and 
such that, if necessary, he can regain the pace destroyed 
by friction through some other method than by making a 
new stroke.

“So far, we have considered the question of skating on a 
simple edge, is making the turns the difference between 
the skater and the consequent difference between the 
styles is even more marked. With the six foot or seven foot 
blade there is so much resisting edge offered to the ice in 
making a turn that it is almost impossible to do so quite 
on the middle of the skate; the skater has to sway his body 
forward or backwards just before the turn, in order to re-
duce the length of this resisting edge. With arms hanging 
by the body and the legs approximating, the English skater 
had no external force, so to speak, with which to make the 
necessary rotation at a turn, and so before the turn, the 
whole body is revolved from the hips into such a position 
that after the turn is made there may at once be equilib-
rium, and such that the skate will be able to hold the new 
edge undisturbed. The actual turn is made by a muscular 
effort of the employed leg, sufficient to turn the foot from 
the old to the new position and to overcome the resistance 
of the ice to the skate blade. If the skater has not previously 
got slightly on to the toe for the forward turns or on to the 
heel for the back ones, the ice resistance probably proves 
too great, the skate stops, and the skater falls. The arms 
are used as little as possible, following the rotation of the 
body evenly, and without jerk, not causing that rotation. 
The front or the back of the skate is the pivot on which the 
skater turns, but it is a pivot that offers much resistance. 
Any waving of the unemployed leg turns it into a brake, 
setting up more friction and destroying the position of 
stable equilibrium. 

“With the Continental skater we again have the skate 
acting as a pivot, and in this case the pivot produces very 
little resistance or friction. The skater is balanced almost 
on one point and a very small force will turn him this 
way or that. All the turns can, in this case, be made on 
the middle of the blade without the necessity of the skater 
swaying forward or backward, on to the toe or heel. The 
motive force is applied externally, so to speak, by the arms 
and the unemployed leg. The Continental skater holds his 
arms out away from his body almost at right angles to it, 
partly, as has been said, for the sake of balance, but chiefly 
that he may be able to effect a rotation of the body; the 
arms are swung steadily in the required direction, and in 
this case the body follows the arms. The unemployed foot 
is used to give the finishing touch to the motion produced 
by the arms. The employed leg makes very little conscious 
effort beyond that of keeping the balance, the turn being 
made for it by the swinging arms, and its direction being 
finally settled by the motion of the unemployed leg. 



7

“And so, with the Continental skaters, the positions of the 
arms and of the unemployed leg (it might well be called 
the employed in this case) are all important. The arms are 
to be kept extended about waist, high (some schools allow 
them shoulder high), and there are recognized posi-
tions for the unemployed leg before and after every turn. 
Indeed, Continental skating is more strictly regulated by 
rules than the English, though at first sight there appears 
to be no settled method. 

“The best Continental skating is marked by the graceful 
bend of the employed leg, emphasized more or less, as the 
balance requires, by the free though subdued use of the 
arms and of the unemployed leg, by the rhythmical and 
steady swing of these members, and by the absence of all 
jerking and abrupt movement. The best English skating 
is marked by an absolutely straight employed leg, by an 
upright carriage of the body, by the size and pace, by the 
steady rotation of the body without jerk or swing, by the 
proximity of the legs, by the quiescence of the arms and 
by a certain ‘snap’ or clean and rapid movement of the 
employed foot in making turns. The Continental skaters 
are seen at their best in small intricate figures into which 
loops, cross-cuts, pigs’ ears, and the turns can be intro-
duced in endless variety, and one judges of their perfor-
mance rather by the final result than by the Individual 
parts. The Englishman shows his best style in combined 
figure skating, where the simple turns are used to form an 
intricate design, and where the skater shows not only his 
individual skill, but also his accuracy and nice judgment of 
pace in adapting himself to the performance of others. 

“No Continental skater thinks of attempting to skate com-
bined figures on his small radius skates and in his ordinary 
attitude; he knows at once that neither skates nor position 
is suitable for such skating; he cannot keep his edges large 
enough, and he realizes that he would be positively dan-
gerous at the centre of a combined figure should he arrive 
there in his usual attitude. And so the English skater, if he 
wishes to emulate his Continental confreres and to skate 
their figures, must renounce for the time his English style, 
and must adopt the Continental style entirely with a pair 
of Continental skates.

“Small vigorous figures, then, seem to be determined for 
us Americans not only by the conditions of our skating 
surfaces, but also by our national dispositions. We mostly 
skate alone or hand-in-hand, not in combinations of four 
or six. The English blade and the English style are most 
excellent for American beginners in acquiring a balance. 
Recent English experience would go to show that the flat 
skate should then be changed for a sharper rock, say of 
five or five and a half foot radius. Perhaps the best thing 
to do, would be to use 7-ft. blades for balance-practice 
on big curves in the English style when the rink is clear, 
and 5-ft. blades for small curved figures in the continental 
style when the rink is more crowded. Beginners, of course, 

should use 7-ft. blades. A self-fastening skate, or a clamp 
skate that has not a universal sidewise adjustment, should 
be avoided, as, of course, all straps. Get a good skate of a 
reputable maker, and when the season is over send your 
skates to him to be sharpened to the desired radius and 
put into shape for next season. Some skaters believe that 
as long as the skates are sufficiently high, like the Swedish 
skates, to prevent the possibility of the sole of the foot 
touching the ice in the severe bending of the ankle in the 
‘brake’ figures and some swings, the radius and shape of 
the skate blade are chiefly matters of individual taste and 
training. But there is one point of style upon which there 
is no disagreement,—the unemployed foot should never 
be hooked up behind.”

Was this article contributed by George H. Browne? Mr. 
Browne was a student of skating styles. He also knew that 
the best way to promote the new skating club was to encour-
age people to learn to skate and to skate well. This article 
is mentioned in an item on the following page in the same 
edition of the Chronicle. See the next article.

Like George Browne, Herbert S. Evans (1858–1917) learned 
to skate on the ponds of Boston as a boy. In 1889, he took 
up “fancy” skating and soon began competing. As a lawyer, 
he took an analytical approach to the enterprise, drawing 
figures on paper before attempting them on ice. Thanks 
to his persistence, he won the Championship of America 
in 1896. He followed that success with a patent on a skate 
with an adjustable foot plate – a contribution to the new 
sport. In 1900, he judged – with J. Frank Bacon and Thomas 
M. Vinson – the first figure skating tests at the Cambridge 
Skating Club.

Messrs. Bacon and Vinson both competed in the 
Championship of America in 1893, Bacon placing first and 
Vinson third. Mr. Bacon thus became the first Cantabrigian 
to win a skating competition. A compilation of news articles 
relating to his skating career is available as a separate docu-
ment. As for Mr. Vinson, he came to be known as the father 
of Maribel Vinson who learned to skate at the Cambridge 
Skating Club and honed her skills on the club’s ice.

A New Yorker, Eugene B. Cook (1830–1915) was one of the 
finest skaters of the 1850s, and an early figure in the de-
velopment of skating competitions and first U.S. national 
skating association. He was known as an advocate of the 
Continental Style of skating. A Chronicle article on February  
10, 1900 mentions a Cook as a participant in an informal 
skating demonstration at the Cambridge Skating Club. 
Likely it was E.B. Cook, then age 70, who visited the new 
club.
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Cambridge Tribune
6 January 1900, p.5
Old Cambridge [Items]

....Some dissatisfaction is felt this year over the increased 
membership dues for the Cambridge Skating club. The 
heads of large families find the rink a decided luxury at the 
present charges. There seems to be a decided preference 
for the older custom of admitting each family as a unit.

This item is evidence of price sensitivity of demand for a 
leisure activity.

...If there is skating tonight, the Cambridge Skating club 
will have provided exactly as much skating this year as at 
the corresponding date last year, although the rink was 
opened fifteen days later. The past week the ice has been 
almost perfect, for ice began under sad disadvantages. 
Owing to the prolonged drought, the rink bottom would 
not hold water until after two days’ freezing. Nature did 
better to help the club start; but if she will be as kind as she 
has been the past week, the hoped for fifty days’ skating 
will be exceeded. The rink was closed yesterday afternoon 
for the first time on account of soft ice. Snow is promptly 
removed. On Monday the rink was clear, and skaters were 
on the ice almost before the snow ceased falling. Bulletins 
of the ice are posted by telephone at Amee’s, Thurston’s, 
and Leavitt & Pierce. The club telephone (No. 55-5) is 
proving most useful, and the superintendent’s lessons “fill 
a longfelt want.” Some of the younger members are prac-
ticing for the figure-skating tests. They will find an inter-
esting article in another column on “How to Skate.” On the 
whole, the season has about evened up, and the prospects 
for normal skating are good. Former members are given 
until Monday, January 8, to subscribe. New members will 
then be admitted only up to the capacity of the ice.

The mention of “prolonged drought” prior to the filling of 
the rink is interesting. Over 125 years later, precipitation 
remains a key variable in the decision to begin flooding. 

Like previous articles, this encouraging item was almost 
certainly contributed by the club’s organizing committee.

Cambridge Chronicle
10 February 1900, p.13
Old Cambridge News.

Skating Club Carnival.
After several delays, incident to unfavorable weather, the 
annual carnival and figure skating tests of the Cambridge 
Skating club took place at the rink, Mt. Auburn street, on 
Friday evening of last week. The cold was a little too sharp 
for perfect ice, which, at the temperature, was inclined to 
be brittle, but the night was clear and the conditions, on 
the whole, favored the success of the affair. 

Stationed at the Willow [sic – Willard] street edge of the 
ice was a band, which sent lively airs among the jovial 
company of skaters who kept time to the measures by 
sharp, ringing strokes from their glittering steel with 
which they were shod. Brightness and color also accom-
panied the scene, the result of the many Chinese lanterns 
and other lights that were festooned about the grounds. 
This year, for the first time, the club’s enclosure has been 
completely surrounded with rows of closely set evergreen 
trees, which on this occasion served to heighten the pic-
turesque effects. 

Between 400 and 600 people were on the ice and actively 
participating in the sport. The figure skating, for which 
there were eighteen entries, was begun promptly at the 
appointed hour and was kept up till 10.30 o’clock. On 
account of the cold, it had to be done quickly; but if the air 
had been milder, the tests would have occupied more time. 
When the judges made their announcement, it was found 
that the following had made the third and second grades: 

Third grade—Inside edge roll forward (In field, to centre 
as eight, half circles symmetrically placed curves of ten 
feet at least, full circles symmetrically placed of five feet 
diameter at least); outside edge roll forward (in field and 
to centre as eight, half circles of ten feet, full circles of five 
feet diameter at least, symmetrically placed); outside for-
ward three, on right foot and on left foot, single grapevine 
on both feet—R.M. Davis, F.G. Goodale, E. Parker, Eugene 
Kendall, Miss Edith Rotch, C.D. Tower, G.A. Marison [sic 
Morison], F.M. Balch, Mrs. Frederick Swift. 

Second grade—On alternate feet without change of direc-
tion or edge, outside edge cross roll, and inside edge cross 
roll; change of direction without turn, Mohawk without 
and with change of edge, change of direction with turn, 
forward threes and forward double threes; change of edge 
with and without change of direction in forward turn, 
and change of reverse order; an one foot, bracket, forward 
loop and forward cross-cut; on both feet, double grapevine 
and Philadelphia twist—R.D. Swain, A. Drinkwater, A.B. 
Graver, T.M. Shaw, T.M. [sic – C.M] Rotch, P.P. Sharples. 

In the three years that the club has been organized, it has 
had no more gratifying skating function than this one. As 
soon as the weather permits, there will be another trial 
for the several grades by those who wish to see how they 
stand with the judges. Later, also, there will probably be a 
few trials for the difficult first grade. 

After Friday evening’s tests had been finished, there was 
an informal exhibition of figure skating by Mrs. Swift and 
Miss Rotch, and Messrs. Bacon, Evans, Cook, Vinson, 
Browne and Swift.
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A few notes on the some of the skaters who submitted  
to be tested:

One name has particular interest – that of Mrs. Frederick 
Swift [née Ethel Dalton], a fine skater, who likely helped 
inspire her husband’s vision of a skating club on Mrs. Thorp’s 
field. See “Who Was Frederick Swift?” on the history page of 
the club’s website.

Another was Frederick J. Goodridge (1873–1925), a grad-
uate of Cambridge Latin School and Harvard, who was 
both a hockey player and figure skater. (Not present at the 
carnival was his brother, future Cambridge Skating Club 
president Arthur M. Goodridge (1876–1958), who was a 
goalie on the Harvard hockey team.) Just a week before the 
Cambridge Skating Club carnival, the Cambridge Tribune 
reported on Frederick Goodridge’s play in a Harvard-Brown 
hockey series. (“Harvard Wins,” Cambridge Tribune, 3 
February 1900, p.10) Goodridge, who was in medical school 
at the time of the carnival, was active in promoting hockey 
leagues at the school and college levels. His son, Frederick 
“Teddy” Goodridge (1906–1967) would become an accom-
plished figure skater, winning the junior men’s championship 
in 1928, and placing third in the men’s competition the next 
year. Both father and son served as incorporators of the 
Cambridge Skating Club.  

Two other future incorporators of the club who tested at 
the carnival were Arthur Drinkwater (1879–1978) and 
Philip P. Sharples (1873–1965). Mr. Drinkwater had come 
to Cambridge to attend Harvard College. Mr. Sharples had 
grown up in Cambridge; his father was one of the prominent 
opponents of the Fresh Pond skating ban. 

Finally, the list includes two members of Boston’s Rotch 
family, brother and sister, Charles M. Rotch (1878–1964) 
and Edith Rotch (1874–1969). They, with another sibling, 
Clara M., were among the most talented figure skaters of 
their time. Edith was a student at Radcliffe (Class of 1901) 
when the Cambridge Skating Club introduced its tests. She 
competed into her 50s, as did Clara. (Over time, the sisters 
paired with progressively younger partners.) Edith, who 
won three national tennis titles (mixed doubles and women’s 
doubles), retired from competitive skating after being thrown 
from a horse, but continued contributing to the sport as 
editor of Skating magazine. Charles was as competitive as 
his sisters. After retiring from competition in the 1920s, he 
served as a judge (including at the Olympics) as well as pres-
ident of the Skating Club of Boston and the United States 
Figure Skating Association. 

To recognize these names is to acknowledge the role of the 
Cambridge Skating Club’s carnivals in the development of 
figure skating as a sport.

Cambridge Tribune
17 February 1900, p.5
Old Cambridge [Two Items]

...If the cold wave hoped for by all school boys should 
strike Cambridge, another carnival will probably be held 
at the Skating club rink, which will include an interesting 
series of tests for first-class figure skaters. The list of the 
tests is given below as it has been prepared by experts, 
and will be a standard in the future for the Cambridge 
club and for the other clubs, which will probably follow 
its lead. First class test—The first part of the test takes 
up figures on alternate feet. I Threes, backward and also 
Chain, in field. II Counter Threes or Brackets, eight in 
all. III Counter Rocking Threes or Counters, eight in all. 
IV Rocking Turns or Rockers, eight in all. In these two 
latter figures place eights may be in three lobes or two. V 
is Cross cuts or Anvils, eight in all. VI Loops, eight, in all. 
VII Pirouettes, which are to be omitted for the present 
to shorten the schedule. VIII and IX Serpentine Eight 
and 2Q Eights are practically in two later figures. X is the 
Reverse Q Eights (turn, change, turn). Two lobes. The 
second part of the programme takes up figures on one 
foot. XI Serpentine, change of edge. Single. XII Serpentine, 
change of edge. Double, continuous four edge eight. The 
last part of the test takes up Two foot Movements and 
Specialties. They are to be at the option of the applicant, 
each group not to exceed five minutes. XIII Heel and toe 
(pivot arching) and both feet together. XIV Spins, Ringlets 
and Two-foot whirls. XV Elements and Combinations not 
previously stated. Applicants have been recommended 
to practice IX, X and XII with other turns substituted for 
the three turn, but at present they will not be required. 
Winners of the gold badge are not expected to be up to 
international competition standard; but the figures should 
be reasonably symmetrical and skated in good form, 
according to the club handbook (page 5). In order to 
shorten the programme without impairing it as a test, the 
judges will not require figures which are skated in eights to 
be skated in field too; and will accept combination of the 
same turn on the same foot, provided the skater demon-
strates his power to hold his edge in good form. If he elects 
to skate figures in field, however, he must also do at least 
one eight to place on each foot in the same group unless 
otherwise specified. The judges have the right to divide the 
test at group XI on different days, or in afternoon and eve-
ning of the same day to change the order of groups; and to 
drop an incompetent applicant at any stage of the test.

...There will probably be some skating on the Cambridge 
Skating club rink this afternoon, though a perfectly 
smooth surface cannot be secured without more cold 
weather. ...
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Cambridge Chronicle
5 May 1900, p.12
Play Golf Where They Skated.

For a real, live transformation scene, one should take a 
peek into the enclosure of the Cambridge Skating club on 
Mt. Auburn street, next to the grounds of Longfellow park. 

Only a few short weeks ago there was a smooth sheet of ice 
within the high board fence, and throngs of merry skaters 
were gliding upon its surface. Now there is a change to suit 
the season. The water has been drawn off, leaving quite 
an inviting territory for the golf enthusiast. Maybe the 
ground is not generally used for this purpose, but certainly 
upon one afternoon this week a half a dozen boys who 
had gained admission to the exclusive precincts were seen 
there with their golf sticks in brisk action. 

To contrast this view with that seen almost daily during 
the skating season is to find another strong indication that 
“spring has come.”

Cambridge Chronicle
5 January 1901, p.7
First of the Season.

The first carnival of the season of the Cambridge Skating 
club was held Thursday night at the rink at the corner of 
Mt. Auburn and Willard streets. The attendance numbered 
about 500, and the sport was enjoyed, to the utmost. The 
ice was in good condition, and the weather most favorable 
for brisk exercise. The rink, which is on inclosed land 
is about 250 by 350 feet [That would be the equivalent of 
87,500 square feet – a significant overestimate. The actual 
size of the property is 52,296 square feet.] The inside of 
the inclosure of pine trees was strung with hundreds of 
Japanese lanterns, and then again arc lights added to the 
illumination. Music was furnished by a hurdy-gurdy. 

There were no contests Thursday evening, and in fact, 
there was very little in the way of fancy skating exhibi-
tions. Supt. Stanford Smith was in charge. Plain skating by 
the multitude was the staple of the evening’s sport. 

However, a few experts of the steel shoes gave exhibitions 
in an informal way. They were Mr. Evans, of the Boston 
rink, who was the 1898 champion in fancy skating, Edward 
Atkinson, of the Boston rink, William Hall and Arthur 
Drinkwater, of the local club. 

Next Wednesday evening, ice permitting, the club will 
hold contests in figure tests. The object of these tests is to 
stimulate an interest in good skating. They are not com-
petitions, and are not to be judged as competitions. C.S. 
[Cranston Swift] Thayer is the secretary and treasurer of 
the club, and George [sic – Philip P. ] Sharples and William 
Hall constitute the ice committee. The club has about 160 
active members, representing a coupon, or total member-
ship of over 500.

A hurdy-gurdy is a string instrument that produces sound 
with a hand-cranked, rosined wheel acting like a violin bow, 
while a keyboard of small wooden keys (“tangents”) changes 
melody notes, and drone strings provide continuous har-
mony, creating sounds similar to a bagpipe with rhythmic 
buzzing from special “trompette” strings. Played by itinerant 
musicians, the hurdy-gurdy developed in the Middle Ages, 
particularly in Hungary, Poland, Belarus, southeastern and 
central France and Ukraine. One wonders who played the 
hurdy-gurdy for the skaters at the Cambridge Skating Club.

Cambridge Tribune
9 February 1901, p.5
Old Cambridge [Item]

...The Cambridge Skating club held tests on Wednesday 
evening at the rink for skaters who desired to enter the 
second class. Those who passed were Messrs. George L. 
Smith, Francis G. [sic – M.] Ware, F. Jaques, H.R. Wade, 
Misses E.E. Rotch, C.M. Rotch and H. Cunningham. The 
judges were Messrs. H.B. [sic – S.] Evans, J.F. Bacon and 
T.M. Vincent [sic – Vinson]. The committee in charge of 
the affair consisted of Messrs. Cranston Thayer, William S. 
Hall and Philip P. Sharples. There are three classes of fancy 
skaters based on individual merit. The third class has 
already held tests earlier in the season.

Mr. Thayer was a student at Harvard, living at 33 Brewster 
Street. After college, he moved from Cambridge to the 
Worcester area and then to Buffalo, New York. His mother’s 
maiden name was Swift, but there is no evidence that he 
was related to Frederick Swift.

Cambridge Chronicle
16 February 1901, p.5
Local Mention. [Item]

At the rink of the Cambridge Skating club, Thursday 
evening, Mr. Drinkwater passed the first class test, while 
Mr. Sharples failed. This is the first gold badge ever won 
by a member of this club. The judges were Messrs. Evans 
and Butler, of Boston, and Mr. J.F. Bacon, of this city. 
Many Boston skaters were present, including Col. Fuller 
and Miss Rotch. It was carnival night and the sight was an 
enchanting one.

Arthur Drinkwater, Harvard Class of 1900, served as an 
incorporator of the Cambridge Skating Club from 1907 until 
his death in 1978 at the age of 99. His last recorded skating 
appearance – age 96 – was in a Skating Club of Boston Ice 
Chips show.
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Cambridge Chronicle
16 February 1901, p.6
Photograph: J. Frank Bacon. [Not Reproduced]

How He Warmed Up.

J. Frank Bacon, the well known jeweler, has a way of 
reversing the order of things. As everyone knows, Mr. 
Bacon is one of the foremost fancy skaters hereabouts. 
He is a former champion. Last week, Mr. Bacon acted as 
a judge at the “tests” of the Cambridge Skating club. He 
wore his overshoes, ulster, etc., while he was watching the 
others and trying to determine which ones were up to the 
required standard. After the tests had all been made, Mr. 
Bacon entered the house on the edge of the rink and walk-
ing up to the fire, remarked: “Well, I’m pretty cold; I guess 
I’ll go out and warm up.” This remark attracted consider-
able attention, for those standing near could not see why 
he should go out to warm up when there was a warm fire 
inside. In a moment, Mr. Bacon began removing his ulster, 
overshoes, etc. This, of course, astonished the onlookers all 
the more, but in a moment all was made plain to them, for 
he took his skates and began to adjust them to his shoes. 
A few moments later he could be seen on the ice, and the 
watchers, particularly those who were not adepts in the 
art of figure skating, were easily able to realize that he was 
certainly “warming up.” 

Cambridge Chronicle
17 January 1903, p.7
Old Cambridge [Item]

Ice Carnival
The Cambridge Skating club held its first carnival of the 
season at the ice rink, Willard street, Thursday evening. 
The edges of the rink were strung with 232 Japanese lan-
terns, which threw a beautifully varied colored light over 
the ice. The skaters numbered over 300, and many of them 
were experts. 

The object of this occasion was to stimulate an interest 
in figure skating and not to encourage speeding. One 
corner of the rink was roped off, and within this enclosure 
candidates for the third class (elementary) were required 
to display their efficiency. The elementary test included 
among other movements, inside edge roll, half circles, full 
circles and outside forward three, feet alternating in every 
case; and, with both feet, the grapevine and the scissors. 

Those who qualified and received bronze medals were 
G.Q. Peters, Pauline Jones and Lily Jones. The judges were 
Francis Jaques, C.T. [sic – M.] Rotch and P.P. Sharples. 
The ice committee, P.P. Sharples and Wm. Hall, assisted 
by T.T. Hinckley, had charge of the carnival. Sanford [sic 
– Stanford] Smith, superintendent of the rink, acted as 
general manager.

Thomas T. [Thayer] Hinckley was a Harvard student whose 
family lived at 6 Riedesel Avenue. He served as secre-
tary-treasurer of the club, 1901–1903. After graduating from 
Harvard Law School, his name disappeared from the club 
records.

Cambridge Chronicle
14 February 1903, p.4
Skating Carnival.

The Cambridge Skating club held its second carnival of 
the season at the ice rink, Willard street, Tuesday, Feb. 10. 
The edges of the rink were strung with no less than 200 
Japanese lanterns, which threw a beautiful light of varied 
colors over the ice. The skaters numbered about 250. One 
corner of the rink was roped off, and within this enclosure 
candidates for the second class were required to display 
their efficiency. Nearly all the candidates were successful. 
Those who qualified were F. Moore, D. West, C.S. Waldo, 
E.M. Howland, L. Beard, all of this city, and E.F. Fish, of 
Boston. Leonard Beard passed every test. Most of the can-
didates were unable to perform the “forward inside 8 and 
return to outer edge.” The judges were J. Frank Bacon, of 
North Cambridge and Herbert S. Evans, of Brookline who 
was American (style) champion in 1896. After the trials, 
Messrs. Bacon and Evans gave an interesting exhibition 
of fancy figure skating. T.T. Hinckley was in charge of the 
carnival.

Cambridge Chronicle
28 February 1903, p.12
Old Cambridge. [Item]

The final carnival of the season was held last week Friday 
evening by the Cambridge skating club on the rink on 
Mt. Auburn Street. Many beautiful effects were obtained 
by creating caves in the banks of snow and lighting the 
interiors with Japanese lanterns. The judges were Francis 
Ware, George L. Smith and Arthur Drinkwater. The 
competitions were in third class tests and the winners were 
Merrill Griswold, Miss Frances Parrop, A.P. Thornton and 
W.H Hall. Sanford [sic – Stanford] Smith was in charge of 
the ice.

Born in Cambridge, Francis M. Ware (1857–1926) was the 
son of a well-known minister. He was a Harvard College 
contemporary of George Browne’s. Although I haven’t found 
any information about Mr. Ware’s background as a skater, 
he was an expert on horses and the author of a books on 
carriage driving and dressage. He lived in New York City 
during the early years of the Cambridge Skating Club, but he 
had cousins who skated at the club and likely was in touch 
with Mr. Browne. Mr. Ware later became a superintendent 
of The Country Club in Brookline.
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Cambridge Tribune
28 February 1903, p.5
Harvard Square [Item]

The final carnival of the season was held Friday evening 
of last week, by the Cambridge Skating Club, on the rink 
on Mount Auburn street. Many beautiful effects were 
obtained by creating caves in the banks of snow and 
lighting the interiors with Japanese lanterns. The judges 
were Messrs. Francis Ware, George L. Smith and Arthur 
Drinkwater. The competitions were in third class tests and 
the winners were Merrill Griswold, Miss Frances Parrop, 
A.P. Thornton and W.H. Hall. Sanford [sic – Stanford] 
Smith was in charge of the ice.

Cambridge Chronicle
30 January 1904, p.9
No Place To Skate.

Students at the high school are much wrought up because 
the city will not furnish them enough water to enable 
skating on the rink on Cambridge common. Early in the 
winter the park department build a rink on the common, 
and afterward asked the water department to flood it. The 
water department declined to do so on account of the 
scarcity of water in Fresh pond, which has caused the fear 
that a water famine may only be averted by purchasing 
water from the metropolitan water department, connec-
tions for a case of emergency having been made near 
Cambridge common. Of late the students have made the 
claim that a rink for a skating club on Mt. Auburn street 
has been supplied with city water, and they do not see 
why the rink on the common should not be supplied also. 
Inquiry at the water office brought out the fact that the 
city does supply the rink at the corner of Mt. Auburn and 
Willard streets, but the club pays for it, and uses very little 
water. On the other hand, the department would receive 
nothing for water on Cambridge common, because it 
would be furnished to the park department instead of to a 
private individual. The skating club on Mt. Auburn street 
has taken water for the past five years and has a meter con-
nected with its supply. It has never paid to the city more 
than $200, which, according to the water department, 
indicates the small amount of water that it uses.

After skating was banned at Fresh Pond, the city was slow 
in providing skating rinks in the parks. It took another 
four years before a rink became a winter feature of the 
Cambridge Common. For more on skating in the parks, 
see A History of Ice Skating in Cambridge Told Through 
Articles in the City’s Newspapers, forthcoming.

Cambridge Sentinel
30 January 1904, p.2
Editorial

Skating for The Wealthy.
This administration will soon be known as the govern-
ment of discriminations. One by one the instances are ac-
cumulating wherein flesh is made of one and first (sic?) of 
the other. The aristocratic water board now comes to the 
front and gives us a first class example of class legislation. 
Early in the year the Democratic board of park commis-
sioners built a rink on the Cambridge Common for the 
purpose of affording the public the opportunity of enjoy-
ing the sport of skating. Money has been invested in the 
construction of that rink, the money can be put to good 
uses merely by watering the area enclosed therein, not 
an expensive undertaking for it is not necessary to make 
a pond up to one’s neck in order to skate upon it, just 
enough to form a coat or ice sufficient to cover the uneven 
regularities of the ground. The amount of water would be 
trifling and the cost of the water too small to prevent such 
a proposition. The water board states that it cannot afford 
to water this rink because of the low condition of Fresh 
pond, yet it does and has watered a private rink upon 
Brattle street, built and conducted by private enterprise 
in which a fee is charged and from which the poor public, 
though fond of skating, is rejected. The water in the pond 
is not too low to stop the enjoyment of those able to pay 
a fee to a private enterprise, but the poor working man’s 
boy is deprived of the amusement by the ruling of a board 
which at all times in its history catered to the wealthy 
mayor-makers of Brattle street. The public which pays not 
only the expenses of the water system but also gives to the 
city through the water board a surplus of money is denied 
that which is given to a select few. The charter places this 
board under the mayor’s general supervision and control, 
and we ask that the mayor insists that this discrimination 
against the public good shall cease.

Regarding the wealthy skaters referenced in the article, it 
should be noted that the Cambridge Skating Club of the 
time was a figure skating club, not a hockey venue. Even 
boys who were club members had to play hockey elsewhere. 

Cambridge Tribune
30 January 1904, p.5
Skating Club’s Carnival.

The Cambridge Skating Club will hold a carnival on its 
rink at the corner of Mount Auburn and Willard streets, 
Tuesday. The committee has sent out circulars to the mem-
bers inviting them to compete in fancy skating, for bronze 
and silver medals. 
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The competition will be in two groups; one for the begin-
ner, calling for simple movements like the inner and outer 
edge, the threes and the grapevine, while the other is for 
more expert skaters, and includes loops, cross cuts, rolls, 
Mohawks, Choctaws, double threes and brackets. 

The judges in the first class will be Messrs. Rotch, Ware 
and Drinkwater, and in the second, Messrs. Bacon, Evans 
and Vinson, all well known to the fancy skaters of this 
vicinity.

Cambridge Chronicle
6 February 1904, p.7
Cambridge Skating Club.

The Cambridge Skating club held the third carnival of the 
season at the rink at the corner of Mt. Auburn and Willard 
streets, Wednesday evening. The superintendent, Sanford 
[sic – Stanford] Smith, had the snow bank decorated with 
Japanese lanterns, while at intervals there was a display of 
red fire. About 300 people were present. The evening was 
in charge of the ice committee, consisting of William F. 
[sic – S.] Hall, Stuart Bell and Philip P. Sharples. 

There were tests for the awarding of silver and bronze 
medals. In class 2, for the awarding of silver medals, 
no contestant was deemed sufficiently expert to receive 
an award. The judges in this class were Messrs. Bacon, 
Evans and Browne. In the third class, for bronze medals, 
the judges, Messrs. Montgomery, Ware, Drinkwater and 
Rotch, awarded medals to Malcolm Ware, E.C. Stairs, and 
Misses Abbot and Gardner.

Cambridge Tribune
6 February 1904, p.10
That Skating Rink on the Common.

Because the city will not furnish them enough water to en-
able skating on the rink on Cambridge Common, students 
of the schools are much wrought up. Early in the winter, 
the park department built a rink on the common, and af-
terward asked the water department to flood it. The water 
department declined to do so on account of the scarcity of 
water in Fresh pond, which has caused the fear that a wa-
ter famine may only be averted by purchasing water from 
the metropolitan water department, connections for a case 
of emergency having been made at the common. 

Of late, the students have made the claim that a rink for 
a skating club on Mount Auburn street has been supplied 
with city water, and they do not see why the rink on the 
common should not be supplied also. Inquiry by a re-
porter at the water office brought out the fact that the city 
does supply the rink at the corner of Mount Auburn and 
Willard streets, but the club pays for it, and uses very little 

water. On the other hand, the department would receive 
nothing for water on Cambridge Common, because it 
would be furnished to the park department instead of to a 
private individual. 

The skating club on Mount Auburn street has taken water 
for the past five years and has a meter connected with 
its supply. It has never paid to the city more than $200, 
which, according to the water department, indicates the 
small amount of water that it uses.

Cambridge Tribune
13 February 1904, p.9
Skating Club Tests.

The Cambridge Skating Club held its third carnival, last 
week Wednesday night, at the rink on Mount Auburn 
street. Superintendent Sanford [sic – Stanford] Smith 
had tastefully decorated the snow banks with Japanese 
lanterns, and red fire was burned at intervals. The ice was 
in perfect condition, in spite of the storm on Tuesday, and 
some 250 members and their guests were present to enjoy 
the scene. 

The fancy skaters competed for medals in two classes. 
The judges in the second class, Messrs. Brown, Bacon and 
Evans found no one sufficiently proficient to win a silver 
medal, but in the third class, Malcolm Ware, E.C. Stairs, 
Miss Abbot and Miss Gardner passed a creditable test. 
Many of the others showed much ability, but the rules 
require every figure to be skated perfectly and a slip in 
some one figure was enough to deprive the contestants of 
the coveted medals. The committee in charge was Messrs. 
William S. Hall, Philip P. Sharples and Stuart Bell.

Cambridge Tribune
10 December 1904, p.19
Skating has been begun by the Cambridge Skating Club.

Cambridge Chronicle
21 January 1905, p.7
Cambridge Skating Club

The Cambridge Skating club held its annual carnival and 
skating contest Wednesday evening, at its rink, corner of 
Mt. Auburn and Willard streets. The rink was tastefully 
decorated with Chinese lanterns, while a bonfire added to 
the picturesqueness of the scene, bringing into clearer re-
lief the skaters and their fancy steps. Supt. Stanford Smith 
had the ice in splendid condition for the event. 

The events of the evening were the fancy skating tests 
for the bronze and silver medals which are given by the 
club. These took place on a reserved portion of the ice. 
For the bronze medals, which are in the nature of a third 
prize, there were 16 contestants. These medals, when once 
received, are held for life by the recipient, so all of the 16 
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were persons who had not yet qualified for the third class. 
The Judges, George Adams, Arthur Drinkwater, Edward 
Howland and Philip P. Sharples, found six of these contes-
tants worthy of medals. The fortunate ones were A.I. Nash, 
F.H. Lahee, B. West, R. Ellis, Miss Eleanor Browne and 
Miss Dorothy Goodale. 

For the second prize of a silver medal but one contestant, 
A.I. Nash, appeared. He was considered worthy of receiv-
ing the medal. There was no aspirant for a gold medal, 
and in fact only once in the history of the club has this 
first prize been awarded. Then it was received by Arthur 
Drinkwater, who was one of the judges in Wednesday 
night’s competition. The quality of the fancy skating 
was very high and afforded much pleasure to the 400 
spectators.

Cambridge Tribune
21 January 1905, p.4
Cambridge Skating Club’s Carnival

The Cambridge Skating Club held a carnival on its rink 
at the corner of Willard and Mount Auburn streets on 
Wednesday evening nearly 200 were on the ice. Tests were 
held in second and third class figure skating. In the third 
class there were 22 contestants.

Those who received bronze medals were F.H. Lahee, B. 
West, Miss Dorothy Goodale, A.I. Nash, Miss Elinor 
[sic – Eleanor] Browne [13-year-old daughter of George H. 
Browne] and R. Ellis. Arthur I. Nash was the only contes-
tant in the second class and was awarded the silver medal, 
The judges were Arthur Drinkwater, George B. Adams, 
Edward Howland and P.P. Sharples.

The rink was illuminated by Japanese lanterns. A bonfire 
was also touched off and lent spectacular effect.

Considerable favorable comments was cause by the excel-
lent condition of the ice. Superintendent Stanford Smith 
had the rink in the best condition of the season.

Cambridge Tribune
4 February 1905, p.5
Cambridge Skating Club.

The Cambridge Skating Club held its third carnival of the 
season on Wednesday night. The Cambridge City Band 
furnished music for the fancy skaters who had assembled 
from all over the metropolitan district.

Among the noted skaters present were J.F. Bacon, once 
champion figure skater; George Browne, the writer of 
many articles on fancy skating; George B. Adams, secre-
tary of the N.E.S.A.; Col. Charles E. Fuller, a champion of 
many years ago, but still an ardent skater; H.W. [sic – T.M.]
Vinson, of the Boston Skating Club; and many others of 
the Boston and Cambridge clubs. The high banks of snow 

made a fitting background for the Japanese lanterns, the 
bonfires and the merry throng of skaters. Many couples 
showed their proficiency in waltzing to the music, while 
others went through intricate figures without number. 
The club will hold another fancy skating contest about the 
middle of the month.

Cambridge Chronicle
18 February 1905
Skating Contests.

The Cambridge Skating club held its contests for silver 
medals at its rink, corner of Willard and Mt. Auburn 
streets, Thursday night. The judges were J.F. Bacon, cham-
pion of the United States in 1893, G.B. Adams, secretary of 
the N.E. Skating association, and H.W. [sic – T.M.] Vinson 
of the Boston Skating club. F.H. Lahee and M.C. Ware 
won silver medals. Mr. Lahee showed the best form of any 
contestant this winter in his class and received a mark of 
100 on every figure.

A Harvard student, Frederick Henry Lahee (1884–1968) 
was one of the club’s frequent skaters. Although he came 
from a musical family (a reason for his love of skating?), 
Lahee was a geology concentrator, earning his undergradu-
ate degree magna cum laude in 1907 and his Ph.D. in 1911. 
He then accepted a teaching position at M.I.T., where he 
wrote Field Geology, also known as the geologist’s bible. An 
opportunity in the oil industry took Lahee from Cambridge 
to Texas, but not away from skating. Though much honored 
for his work as a geologist, he was proud of having passed 
the CSC’s bronze, silver, and gold medal tests before his 
graduation from Harvard. He skated up to the year of his 
death (at 84), dancing the tango at the Dallas Figure Skating 
Club’s annual ice show. 

Cambridge Tribune
25 February 1905, p.10
Cambridge Skating Club

Interest in the fancy skating tests for the medals offered by 
the Cambridge Skating club has been so great, this winter, 
that the club decided to hold a second series of tests. Third 
class bronze medals were awarded to A.W. Lahee, C.C. 
Batchelor, I.B. Hall, C. Toppan, I.P. Hazard, Miss Anna 
Griswold and Mrs. Arthur Nash, on last week Wednesday. 

The judges were C.S. Waldo, E.M. Howland and Miss 
Edith Rotch, all members of the club, and well known 
fancy skaters. Second class tests were held on Thursday 
night in connection with a carnival. The judges were J.F. 
Bacon, the United States champion in 1893; G.B. Adams, 
of the New England Skating Association; and H.W. [sic 
– T.M.] Vinson, of the Boston Skating club, Their mark-
ings showed F.H. Lahee and M.C. Ware worthy to wear 
the silver medal. Mr. Lahee showed the best form of any 
contestant for the second class medal and received a mark 
of 100 in every figure. 
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The illuminations were tastefully worked out by the super-
intendent, Stanford Smith, in festoons of Japanese lanterns 
against a white wall of glistening snow, pierced here and 
there with illuminated caverns. The Cambridge City Band 
furnished music.

Formed in 1888, the Cambridge City Band gave many 
outdoor summer performances in and around Cambridge 
over the next decades. The performance at the Cambridge 
Skating Club may have been their only winter engagement. 
(“Cambridge City Band,” Cambridge Sentinel, 29 June 1912, 
p.8)

Cambridge Tribune
4 March 1905, p.5
Cambridge Skating Club.

The Cambridge Skating Club celebrated the last skating of 
the season by holding a carnival on Tuesday night. In spite 
of the warm day, Stanford Smith, the superintendent, with 
the art that comes by experience, presented the skaters 
with a fine surface to skate upon. Japanese lanterns were 
hung in graceful festoons and a big bonfire served to keep 
the fun up to the proper pitch. A snow squall in the mid-
dle of the evening only served to add to the picturesque 
effects of the moving throng of fancy skaters. 

The present season has been the most successful in the 
history of the club, with skating on sixty-one of the seven-
ty-seven days possible. The skating contests have brought 
out large lists of entries, three have received silver medals 
and fourteen bronze medals for proficiency in fancy skat-
ing. The committee have already begun to consider plans 
for next year and contemplate numerous improvements in 
the grounds and the buildings.

Cambridge Tribune
25 November 1905, p.11
Building Permits

11288—Cambridge Skating Club owners, George Lawrence 
Smith architect, corner Mount Auburn and Willard 
streets, ward 9, alterations; $750.

The Cambridge Skating Club is building a wooden shelter 
and locker house at Mount Auburn and Willard streets. 
The building will be 26 by 24 feet.

This building is shown on the G.W. Bromley & Co. Atlas of 
the city of Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1916. It is visible in 
the background of some the photographs in the club’s 50th 
anniversary history book. 

Cambridge Tribune
9 December 1905, p.11
Skating in the Stadium.

Work has been commenced on the new skating-rink in 
the [Harvard] Stadium. A space 180 by 80 feet, in the 
southeast side of the field, will be banked in, and a basin 
this size and four feet deep will be constructed. As soon 
as the cold weather sets in, water will be turned on, and 
an artificial lake formed. The depth of the lake, four feet, 
is expected to give sufficient “life” to the ice to make it 
just right for skating. Hockey rinks will be laid out for the 
’varsity and class teams; and when practice is not going on, 
the ice will be thrown open to the under-graduate body 
for pleasure skating. It is expected that there will be ice 
enough for skating by December 15. 

Active preparations for the winter skating season are 
under way on the other private rinks, and a crowded and 
successful season is looked forward to. New shelters are 
being erected at the Brattle-street rink, and at the Mount 
Auburn rink many improvements are under way [emphasis 
added]. The city is also busy preparing Cambridge Field 
for flooding, and this year a new rink will be construct-
ed on Cambridge Common. A rink was built there last 
winter, but, owing to the shortage of water, it was never 
flooded. The new pipe-line assures plenty of water, this 
year, however, and so it is planned to open this rink. At 
the Rindge Manual Training School there will also be a 
flooded field, though this will be preserved for the use of 
the scholars.

Cambridge Chronicle
2 March 1907, p.7
Old Cambridge [item]

The Cambridge Skating club closed its rink on Mt. Auburn 
street, Thursday night, after a most successful season. 
There have been 51 days of skating this year, which is the 
longest but one in the history of the club. For the greatest 
proficiency in the art this year medals were awarded to the 
following members: Gold, F.H. Lahee; silver, A.W. Lahee 
and C.T. [sic – C.C.] Batchelor; bronze, W.W. Whiting, 
Elizabeth Channing, Ralph Piper, Helen White and Robert 
Daniels.

Double-checking names, one sees that the club attracted a 
young crowd. Chauncy Batchelor grew up on Traill Street 
and had graduated from Harvard in 1901; Ralph Piper lived 
nearby on Brattle Street and was a freshman at Harvard; 
brothers F.H. and A.W. Lahee were Harvard students; 
Elizabeth Channing was the 15-year-old daughter of a 
Harvard professor, who lived on Sparks Street.
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Cambridge Tribune
9 March 1907, p.1
Cambridge Skating Club.

The Cambridge Skating Club closed its season, last week 
Thursday evening after 58 days of skating, a gold medal of 
excellence was awarded to Fred H. Lahee, silver medals to 
A.W. Lahee and Chauncy C. Batchelor, and bronze medals 
to W.W. Whiting, Elizabeth Channing, Helen White, 
Ralph Piper and Robert Gannett. 

This has been one of the most successful seasons the 
club has ever had. Only once in the past ten years has the 
number of days of skating been exceeded. The club has a 
full membership of 500, and there has been a waiting list 
about half the year.

Cambridge Chronicle
21 December 1907, pp.17–18
The mayor sent in a communication from the secretary 
of state enclosing for approval the application of William 
S. Hall and others for incorporation as “The Cambridge 
Skating Club.” Referred to the committee on licenses. 

Cambridge Tribune
21 December 1907, p.2 
Board of Aldermen 
Department Communications. [Item]

The secretary of the commonwealth transmitted the 
petition of Stuart Bell and others for incorporation as the 
Cambridge Skating Club, and it was referred to the com-
mittee on licenses.

Cambridge Chronicle
8 February 1908, p.5
“Old Cambridge” [item]

The Cambridge Skating club held a carnival at its rink at 
the corner of Willard and Mt. Auburn streets, Wednesday 
evening. At the close of the carnival, hot coffee and choco-
late and sandwiches were served.

The article makes the first reference to refreshments.

Cambridge Chronicle
15 February 1908, p.4
Old Cambridge

Skating Club’s Test.
The Cambridge Skating club held its first series of skating 
tests for the winter, last Saturday afternoon, on the rink at 
the corner of Mt. Auburn and Willard streets. The judges, 

Arthur Drinkwater, Edward Howland, and F.H. Lahee, 
awarded bronze medals to the successful candidates, out 
of 16 entries, as follows: Stuart Thompson, N.W. Niles, 
Donald Pitkin, A.J. Gozzaldi, Miss Mildred Adams, P.C. 
Ware, Miss Katherine Thaxter, B.B. Locke, Richard Sawyer, 
and Richard Ely.

One of the test candidates, Nathaniel W. Niles (1886–1932) 
went on to distinguish himself at the national level in men’s 
singles, pairs and ice dancing. He also excelled at tennis.

One of the judges, Edward Howland (1884–1954), also went 
on to compete nationally on singles, pairs and ice dancing. 
I met Mr. Howland’s daughter-in-law, Margaret Howland, 
in 2o03. She recounted that her father-in-law first visited 
the Cambridge Skating Club as a Harvard hockey player. 
Captivated by the figure skating scene, he took up the new 
sport. 

Cambridge Chronicle
22 February 1908, p.7
Members of the Cambridge Skating club are to be given 
the opportunity on Washington’s birthday of witnessing 
fancy skaters of national and international repute. Carl 
[Karl] Zenger, of the Munich Skating club, and Irving 
Brokaw, of the St. Nicholas Skating club, of New York, will 
give an exhibition at the rink on Willard street, this morn-
ing at 10 o’clock. Part of the rink will be reserved for their 
use, and the management will provide music throughout 
the day and evening. Mr. Zenger has entered many of the 
foreign competitions, including the world’s championship 
held at Davos, while Mr. Brokaw won the United States 
championship in 1906.

Organized by George Browne who had a wide network 
of friends in the new sport, the Cambridge Skating Club’s 
1908 exhibition is famous in figure skating history. Karl 
Zenger (1873–1912) was a German figure skater, skilled in 
the International Style. New York–based, Irwin Brokaw 
(1871–1939) won the United States Championship in 1906 
and 1908, and represented the U.S. in the 1908 Olympics – 
the first to include a figure skating competition. He subse-
quently promoted the International Style of Figure Skating 
and judged at many early championship competitions. Like 
Browne, he promoted the sport through writing; his The Art 
of Figure Skating was an instant classic. 

Cambridge Chronicle
29 February 1908, p.7
Skating Exhibition

Carl [Karl] Zenger, of the Munich Skating club, Frank 
Bacon and Irving Brokaw were the principal participants 
in the skating exhibition of the Cambridge Skating club, 
Saturday morning, at which more than 200 of the mem-
bers of the club were present. 



17

Zenger’s work represented the National Skating associa-
tion style, which presents the movements of the arms and 
legs in clocklike regularity and at the same time graceful. 
He gave several figures in a group, one following the other, 
announcing in advance that it would take just five minutes 
for their completion, and with music playing while he 
performed the stunt he finished exactly at the close of the 
five minutes. 

Bacon’s style was more that of the American, being small, 
quick figures, done apparently without any great premed-
itation, yet both graceful and skillful. Brokaw followed 
somewhat the same style as Zenger, and after his individu-
al exhibition, he and Zenger did several figures together.

Cambridge Tribune
29 February 1908, p.2
Cambridge Skating Club.

Members of the Cambridge Skating Club and their 
friends, on Saturday, had an exhibition of the work of fan-
cy skaters of national and international reputation. Thee 
work of Carl [Karl] Zengler [sic – Zenger], of the Munich 
Skating Club, was a revelation to lovers of skating, nothing 
like his style and dexterity having been shown here before.

The presence of J. Frank Bacon, United States champion 
in 1893, and of Irving Brokaw, who was champion in 1906, 
who gave individual exhibitions, furnished an excellent 
opportunity to contrast the different styles. Bacon went 
through the old American style figures, which are small 
and are quickly executed, his style being peculiarly his 
own. Zengler [sic] used the International Association style, 
which shows splendid poise of arms and limbs. Brokaw 
adapted himself to the new International Association style 
and he and Mr. Zengler [sic] did many interesting figures 
together.

Cambridge Chronicle
21 August 1909, p.4
Photograph: Building For New Cambridge Boat Club.—
John W. Ames, Architect [not reproduced]

New Parkway Boathouse

Building Going Up for Cambridge Boat Club on 
Charles River at Foot of Hawthorn Street—Structure 
Will Cost $9,000—To Be Kept Open in Winter for 
Skating. 
The handsome new boat house of the Cambridge boat club 
is now under construction on the parkway, near the foot 
of Hawthorn street, where the driving of the twenty-five 
foot piles, upon which the house is to rest, has attracted 
a number of by-standers. The building, which will cost at 

least $9,000, is to be of stucco, and is planned by John W. 
Ames, the well known architect of Phillips place. It will 
contain a large boat room with rack, to hold sixty boats 
and canoes, eighty lockers and shower baths. 

From the large veranda on the second story a beautiful 
view will be had looking across the Soldiers field to the 
University Boat club, the stadium and Corey hill in the 
distance. The club was incorporated in March of this year, 
as a result of an organization perfected by a committee 
composed of Joseph B. Russell, chairmen, Stoughton Bell, 
Arthur H. Brooks, Richard H. Dana, William S. Hall, W. 
Rodman Peabody, Joseph G. Thorp and Robert Walcott. 

It was determined to make the membership large and not 
to insist upon any neighborhood limitation. The limit of 
170 was soon reached, and as provision is to be made for 
additional members from the family, at lower rates, this 
number will mean that there will be from 600 to 700 men, 
women and children making use of the boat house, as 
large a number as it was believed possible to accommo-
date. In granting a lease the Cambridge park commission 
required the same restrictions which the metropolitan 
park commission added on July 1, 1908, to the permission 
granted to the Saint Alphonsus Athletic association, which 
are, in brief, that no nuisances shall be committed on the 
premises, no liquor sold, no sewage or polluting matter be 
discharged into the Charles river, and that the premises 
shall always be kept neat and attractive. The lease when 
obtained was submitted to the metropolitan park com-
mission which will assume authority over the waters of 
the Charles river basin next year, in accordance with the 
act passed by the legislature of 1909, and that commission 
decided that the float, as shown on the sketch submitted 
to them and since filed in the registry of deeds at East 
Cambridge, did not appear objectionable . 

Although somewhat smaller, the boat house will be as 
attractive as that recently erected by the Union Boat club 
on the shore of the Boston parkway, opposite the end of 
Mt. Vernon street, and the contractor expects to have it 
completed early in the fall. 

Already a fleet of sailing dories which has proved so 
successful this summer in the racing at Nahant and 
Marblehead is talked of for the lower basin, and some of 
them, as well us the ice-boats which were a novel feature 
last year below the Cottage Farm bridge, will be apt to be a 
picturesque feature of the upper Charles in the near future. 
It is the intention to keep the Cambridge Boat club open 
in winter for skating or ice boating.

Note the overlap in the organizers of the Cambridge Boat 
Club and the Cambridge Skating Club. Accordingly, it is not 
surprising that the article’s last sentence mentions accom-
modation for skaters! In fact, the parents of Maribel Vinson, 
one of the Cambridge Skating Club’s great champions, met 
while skating on the Charles River.
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The damming of the Charles River created new opportu-
nities for ice skating in addition to rowing. There was a 
period when Cambridge skaters even commuted to Boston. 
However, those days ended with the building of the Western 
Avenue Bridge in 1924, the River Street Bridge and the John 
W. Weeks Bridge in 1926, and the Cottage Farm Bridge 
(now the Boston University Bridge) in 1927. (The Anderson 
Memorial Bridge was built in 1912, and the Eliot Bridge in 
1950.) Ice under bridges, for a number of reasons, does not 
freeze as hard as ice over open water. 

Cambridge Chronicle
17 December 1910, p.12
Cambridge Skating Club

Winter is here, and the neighboring ponds and rinks, 
together with the river front, have been crowded with 
skaters during The past week, all proficient in the art of 
making everything from a figure 8 to the dutch roll and 
grapevine. Of the many rinks in the vicinity, none offers it 
prettier location and better facilities for the real enjoyment 
of the winter sport than does the rink of the Cambridge 
Skating club, at the corner of Mt. Auburn and Willard 
streets, facing the parkway. 

Eleven years ago W.B. [sic – Frederick] Swift, of Chicago, a 
brother of Mrs. Cornelius [sic – Joseph] Dorr, of Hubbard 
park, while stopping in this city, conceived the idea of a 
skating club, similar to the one in Chicago, and his efforts 
to form it met with the greatest encouragement and sup-
port. After two years, however, the enthusiasm died down, 
and it was not until the following winter, when George 
Brown [sic – Browne], of Brown [sic] & Nichols, took 
hold, that a fresh start was made in the activity of the club, 
which had been formed under the name of the Cambridge 
Skating club. 

The grounds were leased from Joseph G. Thorpe [sic – 
Thorp] and carnivals have been held from time to time. 
Many skaters of note have participated. The membership 
has increased from season to season, and the present list 
has 450 names, all active in the doings of the club. 

Just as soon as the weather promises continued skating, 
the opening event of the season will be held. Skating com-
menced at the rink last week Saturday, but several weeks 
of cold weather will be needed to put the ice in first class 
condition. 

The present officers of the club are: William F. [sic – S.] 
Hall, president; Henry W. Durant, secretary and treasurer; 
directors, the two above named and Philip P. Sharples.

This article came to light only after the publication of the 
club’s centennial history. Subsequently, genealogical research 
confirmed that Mr. Swift was from Chicago – a city that had 
a tradition of skating in the parks. See “Who Was Frederick 
Swift?” on the club’s website.

Cambridge Tribune
24 December 1910, p.5

Skates and Skating Shoes 

What can be better than a fine pair of Peck & Snyder 
Skates attached to a special Skating Shoe?  

Tubular Racing Skates, per pair, $6.00 

Shoes for Racing Skates, per pair, $3.50 & $5.00  
Hockey Skates to screw or rivet on shoes,  

per pair $6.00, $5.00, $3.50 & $2.50 
Hockey Skates, All Clamp, per pair $1.50, $2.00, $3.00, 

$5.00 Shoes For Hockey Skates and for General Skating, 
per pair, $2.00, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00, & $5.00 

Skates for regular and fancy skating— 
Button Heel, per pair $4.00  

To screw on $5.00  
Full clamp, with key, pair $1.00, $1.50, $3.00 & $5.00  

American Club style, pair $75c, $1.00, $1.50, $2.50  
Ladies’ Skates With Heel Strap  
$90c, $1.25, $1.60, $2.25, $3.00 

Wright & Ditson  
344 Washington Street, Boston, Mass.

Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.

This advertisement indicates the investment in equipment 
required for different types of skates.

Cambridge Chronicle
21 January 1911, p.13
Opening Carnival Of Skating Club

Grounds at The Corner of Mt. Auburn and Willard 
Streets Alive with a Throng of People, Wednesday 
Night—Skating, Music, Decorations and Bonfire Were 
Among the Features 
The opening carnival of the Cambridge Skating club was 
held Wednesday evening at the grounds on Mt. Auburn 
street, corner of Willard street, and drew large crowds 
from this and neighboring cities. About 500 were on 
hand to enjoy the occasion, and that it was a success in 
every respect goes without further comment. The house 
committee of the club left all arrangements in the hands 
of Superintendent Stanford Smith, who has a dozen years’ 
experience in carnivals of this nature, and his first carnival 
of the year for the club is but a forerunner of a series 
of successes which unquestionably must follow if the 
Wednesday evening function is any criterion. 

A huge bonfire in a corner of the grounds, added to the 
electrical illumination on all sides, made the place bright 
as day, and the fir trees which enclose the grounds made 
the scene like fairyland. Daintily clad skaters tried out 
the excellent ice which the cold snap had furnished, and 
from 8 to 10 o’clock the merry throng were in full sway. 
The weather was ideal, and the sharpness of the air made 
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every one bright and active. From within the club house 
a band dispensed catchy music, and this feature was an 
added enjoyment. No carnival skating had been arranged, 
it being felt that one grand opening night to bring all 
hands into association and acquaintance would assure 
success to the carnivals to come. The Cambridge Skating 
club dates its formation back to eleven [sic – 13] years ago, 
when W.B. [sic – Frederick] Swift, of Chicago, a brother 
of Mrs. Cornelius [sic – Joseph] Dorr, of Hubbard park, 
conceived the idea of having a club here, similar to one in 
Chicago. For two years activity reigned, and then came a 
lull, which was however of short duration, for immediately 
following George Browne, of Browne & Nichols, look hold 
and a fresh start was made, with the result as seen today, a 
first class and active association. Carnivals have been held 
from time to time and have been looked forward to by 
hundreds of skating enthusiasts from many cities around. 
The club has an active membership of nearly five hundred. 
A continued cold, and the ice will be found in the best of 
condition, then will come the real enjoyment of the winter 
months. 

The present officers of the club are: William F. [sic – S.] 
Hall, president; Henry W. Durant, secretary and treasurer; 
directors, the two named and Philip P. Sharples.

Several mistakes are noted above. Also inaccurate is that 
statement that activity reigned for two years and then lulled. 
The first season was a learning experience in ice-making, 
but Mr. Browne joined the committee at the beginning of the 
second season and brought his singular talents and love of 
skating to the enterprise. See “Before the Cambridge Skating 
Club” on the club’s website.

Cambridge Chronicle
4 February 1911, p.4
Most Wonderful Woman Skater

J. Frank Bacon Thus Describes Miss Minnie Cummings, 
of Minneapolis, Who Appeared This Week at the 
Cambridge Skating Club Rink
A visitor to the Cambridge Skating club, Wednesday, was 
Miss Minnie Cummings, of Minneapolis. J. Frank Bacon, 
who was also at this rink, saw Miss Cummings’ exhibition 
and pronounced her “the most wonderful woman skater 
in the world.” 

Frank did some fancy stunts himself on the ice at the same 
time, in one of which—the “Baconwhirl,” as it is called—
he looked like a whirling blur; but he was only an incident, 
for he is a mere man, and when it comes to a question of 
grace and beauty of motion, and impressionism, and all 
that sort of thing, any young woman who can skate at all 
has a man “tied to the post.” 

But when a woman can skate like this Miss Cummings, of 
Minneapolis, any man, no matter how fancy his skating 
might be, cannot be considered, for the time being at least. 
She is the “whole show.” 

It is entirely probable that the sweeping folds of a young 
woman’s skirts as she glides around on what seems to be 
the thin edge of a flash, give her the graceful appearance 
that she presents on skates; but whatever it is, there is 
certainly nothing more graceful than a young woman on 
ice skates. And this Miss Cummings is the embodiment of 
grace of movements on the ice. 

She is the very next thing to flying. She is a lithe young 
woman, not very tall, dark-haired and dark-eyed, and as 
willowy in her movements as a Japanese acrobat. 

She starts in a long outer roll on one skate and sweeps 
around about fifty feet or so, turning completely around at 
the end and taking the next sweeping curve backward on 
the other foot. Then she starts in to cut a figure 8 on one 
foot, and this means a quick movement of the free foot on 
the short turn each time—a movement which she accom-
plishes without any apparent effort time after time as she 
repeats the figure, and always most gracefully. Out of the 
figure she sails backward in a long outward sweep again, 
and gives an exhibition of what is really the most beauti-
ful thing in skating—the plain outside edge forward and 
backward, followed by the inside forward and backward in 
long sweeping curves. Then she does the cross roll—does 
it steadily without even a slip or a hitch and with a rhythm 
that is charming.

She has learned the “Bacon whirl,” but she does not whirl 
it the same way that Frank Bacon does. The skirts won’t 
permit. But she whirls around a few times as a preliminary 
to cutting the grapevine; first the single vine, then the 
double, and then that most difficult thing, the once-and-a-
half, which necessitates a quick, sharp turn at the end that 
results in disaster with most people who attempt it; but 
never with Miss Cummings, apparently. 

She next cuts the pivot vine and the plum vine—single 
and double—and the combination three, ending with the 
“plain anvil” backward, and as a finishing touch cutting 
the “combination scissors.” 

Off she darts then to a clear corner and begins that most 
difficult of figures, the King pivot, on the left foot back-
ward. This ends by crossing the free foot over the other, 
digging the toe of this foot in the ice and ending in a short 
whirl. It is one of the most difficult of the “stunts” which 
Miss Cummings performs on the ice. 

She is known out West as the “queen of the ice,” and that 
title she will probably retain, but what Frank Bacon called 
her is more convincing, if less dignified—“the most won-
derful woman skater in the world.”

Illustrations:  
Miss Minnie Cummings, Beginning the King Pivot, Finish 
of the King Pivot 
The Bank Roll 
J. Frank Bacon 
[not reproduced] 
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Cambridge Tribune
4 March 1911, p.4
“The Cantabrigian” [item]

With the closing, on Tuesday, of the Cambridge Skating 
Club’s rink at the corner of Willard and Mount Auburn 
streets, another season on that picturesque skating course 
comes to an end. As ever, it has been a time of the rarest 
pleasure for all the devotees of skating who are to be found 
there, day or night; for whether it is beneath the brilliant 
winter sun or by the light of the moon and stars, the flash 
of swiftly gliding skates can be seen at any time during the 
club’s hours. It is always a delightful scene that this favorite 
resort of many fine skaters presents. Surrounded by 
banks of snow and fragrant young pine trees, the smooth, 
glittering ice is indeed a temptation to anyone who enjoys 
skating; and college professors and business men, matrons 
and maidens, schoolboys and schoolgirls all mingle there 
in a true democracy of pleasure. There have been, this 
season, two carnivals attended by throngs of skaters and 
made the more delightful by the music of a band and the 
glowing bon-fire. The club has been fortunate in having so 
efficient an executive committee as William S. Hall, Philip 
P. Sharples and Henry W. Durant, the latter being secre-
tary and treasurer.

There are no photographs to show where the bonfire was 
sited.

Cambridge Tribune
27 January 1912, p.2

Advertisement

Wright & Ditson  
Sweaters  

Skates  
Snow Shoes  
Toboggans 

Harvard Square , Cambridge 
344 Washington Street Boston 

Cambridge Tribune
10 October 1914, p.11
Juvenile Garden Prizes.

Cash prizes, books and badges were distributed on 
Saturday to the most successful members of the school 
gardening community at the Cambridge Skating Club 
grounds on Mount Auburn street. Professor W.F. Harris 
had charge of the affair. Later many of the children were 
taken on an automobile ride to Lexington and Concord 
over the Paul Revere route. Luncheon was served at 
Concord and the return was made via Lincoln. The auto-
mobiles were furnished by patrons of the project. 

The garden city was modeled on the plan of a municipali-
ty. Francis Mills acted as mayor, Gerald Wallace was chief 
of police, Catherine White served as clerk and Louise 
Costello as Judge. The aldermen were Francis Mills, King 
Long and Mary Galvin. 

The use of the grounds was provided by Mrs. J.G. Thorp. 
Next year the plan will be carried out on a larger scale in 
other sections of the city. 

Miss Ellen Marshall, of Wellesley, and Miss Persis 
Bartholomew, of Westboro, directed the work. The play-
ground features of the garden city, which were maintained 
on the park delta on the river front opposite Willard 
street, were in charge of Francis P. Foisie of the Cambridge 
Neighborhood House. 

Among the patrons of the project were Mrs. Walter I. 
Badger, Mrs. Goeffrey [sic – Godfrey] L. Cabot, Rev. P.H. 
Callanan, Robert Cameron, Dr. Charles W. Eliot, James 
Ford, J.D.M. Ford, E.A. Grozier, C.B. Gulick, Professor 
W.F. Harris, Rev. Dr. George Hodges, Katherine Horsford, 
A.A. Howard, Misses Houghton, F. Lowell Kennedy, Mrs. 
L.S. Marks, C.E. Noyes, Gertrude W. Peabody, Mrs. W. 
Rodman Peabody, Margaret A. Rand, E.K. Rand, Denman 
W. Ross, G.S. Stevenson, J.G. Thorp, Mrs. K.G.T. Webster 
and Mrs. Emile Williams. Prizes were awarded as follows: 

Best Citizens—Francis Mills, Joseph Breen, Margaret 
Griffin, Mary Coulbert. 

Home Gardens—Alton Coulbert, Grace Sugrue. 

General Work, Boys—William Wallace, Gerald Wallace, 
Tom Dutton, Charles Mills, John DeMarco, Joseph Bailey, 
Eliot Long, Eddie McMahon, Alton Coulbert, Joseph 
Riordan, Lawrence Coor. 

Girls—Nelly Kennedy, Mary Coulbert, Florence LaVange, 
Alice Keefe, Catherine Doyle, Catherine Downey, Helena 
Doyle, Bessie Ward, Margaret Wallace, Helen Costello, 
Anna Sutton.

The patrons of the children’s garden included generous 
Cantabrigians, especially several local garden experts. 
Created in the time before government social programs, the 
effort was was one of a number devoted to social welfare. 
For more background on the garden, see the following 
articles.

The use of the club’s grounds for children’s gardens continued 
after the club was able to buy the property. During World 
War II, the club’s field became a neighborhood victory 
garden and a social center. The summer gardens posed one 
tricky factor for ice-making: After the growing season, it was 
necessary to sow the field with winter grass to prevent loose 
soil from becoming embedded in the ice. See “Summer at the 
Cambridge Skating Club before the Cambridge Tennis Club” 
on the club’s website. 
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Cambridge Chronicle
24 April 1915, p.15
Home Gardens a New Feature.

The Longfellow Improvement association, composed of 
residents in the neighborhood of Longfellow park, who 
were instrumental last year in establishing a communi-
ty garden on the property of Mrs. J.G. Thorp, corner of 
Mt. Auburn and Brattle streets, occupied in the winter 
season by the Cambridge Skating club, has been formal-
ly organized, with Prof. W.F. Harris, of Mercer circle, as 
temporary president. Its aims will be to further encourage 
community work, and home gardens, among the children 
of the neighborhood. Monday night, at the skating club 
property, the first meeting of the year was held. The weath-
er made the evening ideal for an open-air session, which 
was largely attended by parents and children alike. There 
was a concert by the boys’ band of the Social union, fol-
lowed by remarks by Prof. Harris, who outlined the work 
of the coming year; an illustrated lecture on “Children’s 
Gardens” by Miss Persis Bartholomew, of Westboro, who 
supervised the technical features of the garden work last 
year; and remarks by several residents of the neighbor-
hood. Last year’s experiment proved a success, and this 
year the work will be continued on a larger scale. Efforts 
will be made to encourage the children to improve their 
home gardens on the lessons of last year, and suitable 
prizes will be offered. The season will open the first of 
rest month. The association is trying to arrange with the 
park commission to develop a playground along the river 
front, to be maintained by the city, with bathing facilities. 
Miss E.R. Marshall, of Wellesley, who assisted last year in 
the garden features, will be in charge the coming year, in 
conjunction with her sister, Miss Mary Marshall. Frank 
P. Foisie, of the Neighborhood house, will assist in the 
general work. A meeting of the Longfellow Improvement 
association will be held Monday evening at the Social 
union.

Cambridge Tribune
24 April 1915, p.9
New Organization

Longfellow Improvement Association Holds 
Enthusiastic Meeting—Founded for the Purpose 
of Improving the Mount Auburn Street District—
Children’s Gardens on Willard Street and Bathing 
House on Charles River. 
More than 400 men, women and children were present at 
the Skating Club, corner of Mount Auburn and Willard 
streets, on Monday evening, in answer to invitations 
sent out by the officers of the Longfellow Improvement 
Association. The first meeting of this new organization 
was held on Monday evening of last week in Social Union 
Hall. At that time 20 members joined and the following 

officers were elected: Professor William F. Harris, pres-
ident; James F. Mahoney, secretary; and Frank P. Foisie, 
secretary. At the second meeting held at the skating club’s 
building on Monday night, nearly 100 new members 
joined. The membership fee is five cents with a fee of five 
cents for every meeting that is attended. It is planned to 
hold meetings every two weeks throughout the year; on 
pleasant nights during the summer they will be held at the 
Skating Club and on stormy nights and during the winter 
in Social Union Hall. It is hoped that several hundred 
men, women and children of the neighborhood will join 
before many meetings are held as the successful outcome 
of the work that is planned for the association to accom-
plish depends a great deal upon the size and interest of its 
membership. 

At the out-of-doors meeting on Wednesday night a band 
composed of 15 young men of the neighborhood furnished 
music. Stereopticon [dual lens projector] slides of children’s 
gardens, roof gardens and the decoration of houses with, 
window boxes were shown with short explanations of each 
slide given by Miss Persis Bartholomew, supervisor of the 
Willard street gardens. Miss Bartholomew showed some 
interesting results which had been obtained in the effort 
to get people to beautify their homes with floral window 
boxes, and where it is possible with bed of flowers about 
the houses, and vegetable gardens for the boys in the back 
yards. Many boys are today providing their families with 
vegetables and also making from $5 to $20 profit on sales 
of the extra produce to neighbors, and this has been done 
from comparatively small back yard gardens, in Roxbury 
and Jamaica Plain the awarding of prizes for the best kept 
and largest profit paying gardens has created an unusual 
amount of interest among the boys. The girls also have 
been offered prizes in many towns for the prettiest and 
most artistic flower beds. 

Beginning the first of May the land of the Skating Club 
property will be divided into 125 plots averaging 16 x 32 
feet in size. It is expected that last year’s teacher, Miss 
Marshall, will have charge of the work daily, while Miss 
Bartholomew will come to help with experienced sugges-
tions three or four times a week. Each child pays 25 cents 
for a season’s rental of the land. Seeds are then supplied 
free and also the use of all the necessary tools. It is expect-
ed that the plots will be divided about equally between 
the boy’s for vegetables and the girls for flowers. Over 200 
children should derive much experience from taking care 
of these plots which are to be all their own. Many of the 
children should be able to make live dollars profit from 
their healthful pleasant work. Those who do the best work 
will be allowed to take care of the gardens of those people 
of the neighborhood who go away for the summer. Many 
such people are glad to find some competent boy to take 
care of their yards and gardens during the summer. 
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Other speakers of the evening were Professor Harris, E.J. 
Coolberth and J.J. Galvin. The remarks of the two last 
named men were short but enthusiastic. They urged ev-
eryone present to join the association and by putting their 
shoulders to the wheel, help the movement along. 

Professor Harris, who had introduced the other speakers, 
then told of the other improvements which the members 
of the association were interested in. He said that Miss 
Longfellow had kindly allowed the use of her father’s name 
as a name for the association and that they should all be 
particularly interested in the improvement and careful in-
terest of the Longfellow park which is the other side of the 
fence from where they gardens are to be. He announced 
that Mayor Good had promised the installation of a 
drinking fountain in the park and he was also confident 
that the city council would soon favor the building of an 
open all the year bath house on the Charles River at the 
foot of Willard street, the city also to pay the expense of a 
caretaker for the bath house. 

At about 10 o’clock the crowd went to their homes filled 
with a spirit of neighborhood Improvement. The next 
meeting will be held on Monday night, April 26, at 7.30, 
in the Social Union Hall on Brattle street. It is hoped that 
many more new members will join at that meeting.

Cambridge Chronicle
31 July 1915, p.8
“Garden City” For Boys And Girls

Centred about Longfellow Memorial park, facing the 
Charles river, are to be seen today the results of carefully 
studied and organized community work among children. 
Within a few years, through the efforts of a comparatively 
small group of citizens, there has been founded the best 
developed children’s community in Cambridge. A large 
group of children’s a new municipal playground and a 
children’s bathing beach now surround the park and held 
the interest of several hundred children of the district. 
Through an organized home garden movement and other 
developments, the work is being extended until practically 
every boy and girl of the community largely included in 
ward 9 is reached. 

Wednesday was parents’ day in garden city, and scores 
took the opportunity to see what their children have been 
doing. In many instances there were additions of beans, 
lettuce and cucumbers to the home table Wednesday eve-
ning, provided by the children of the family. 

Three years ago, when community work among the chil-
dren was proposed, a fund was raised among residents of 
the district, to conduct what was then viewed as a “social 
experiment.” President Emeritus Charles W. Eliot, of 
Harvard university, Judge Robert Walcott, president of the 
Longfellow Memorial association; Prof. Emeritus William 
S. Harris, and Prof. F. Lowell Kennedy, of Harvard, Joseph 

G. Thorp, Richard Henry Dana and many other prominent 
citizens became interested in the movement. By means of 
this fund, the work has been developed, and has become 
an influential factor in the welfare work of the entire city. 

Until last summer the community program was carried 
on through the Cambridge Social union, and two private 
playgrounds were operated. A little more than a year 
ago the largest venture of the program was launched, 
in the form of a garden city. Located on and adjoining 
Longfellow park, on Mt. Auburn street, the use of which 
was given by Joseph G. Thorp, this garden community is 
now conducting its second successful season. More than 
100 children have garden plots in this “city,” and conduct 
besides a community government, modeled on the munic-
ipal plan. Miss Eileen Marshall, of Wellesley college, is in 
charge of this work, with several assistants. 

Interest in flower and vegetable cultivation has become so 
widespread through the vicinity that it has been thought 
advisable to organize a home garden movement. A list of 
prizes for the best home gardens of the community has 
recently been announced, and a corps of workers has been 
organized to inspect the home gardens at stated intervals, 
and give instruction to children in this work. Where only 
about 10 per cent of the yards of the community were in 
use for cultivation of flowers and vegetables several years 
ago, it has been estimated that 75 per cent of the space 
available for such purposes is now under cultivation, 
mostly done by children. 

The playground work of the community has this year been 
taken up” by the city, and the Willard street playground, 
occupying city land extending from Longfellow park to 
the Charles river, is now conducted by trained instructors. 
Several hundred children make use of the new playground 
daily. In connection with the playground the city conducts 
baseball grounds for the boys of the district on Cambridge 
common. 

At the Cambridge Social union other branches of the com-
munity program are being carried on. 

A clean street campaign is the latest plan, and will be inau-
gurated among the boys of the community within the next 
few weeks. Following a thorough cleaning of the streets of 
the district by the city department the boys will be placed 
in charge, and for several weeks it will be their duty to see 
that the streets are kept in first-class condition. Prizes will 
awarded for the best-kept streets.

The activities for this season are to be closed on Labor 
day, with a big community gathering on the Willard street 
playground and on the Charles river. At that time all priz-
es for the work of the summer are to be awarded for the 
best cultivated plots in the garden city, the best kept home 
gardens, and proficiency in playground games. Addresses 
by Mayor Timothy W. Good and prominent citizens, and a 
large fireworks display will be a part of the celebration. 
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The program for the coming winter will be extended 
through plans to develop the Lowell school into a civic 
center, with teachers of the school co-operating. Lectures, 
concerts and entertainments are to be held at frequent 
intervals. ‘The developments of this community have had 
considerable influence on the children’s work throughout 
the city. Several school gardens have been formed in other 
parts of the city, and the city authorities have been consid-
ering the advisability of establishing a large school garden 
at Captain’s island. Due to the success of the organized 
home garden movement in this community, an effort may 
be made in the near future to form a garden association 
embracing the whole city, to extend such work.—Christian 
Science Monitor.

Photograph: “Cambridge Children Cultivate Willard 
Garden Center of Community Welfare Activities” —
Courtesy Of Christian Science Monitor [not reproduced]

Cambridge Tribune
2 December 1916, p.6
North Cambridge [item]

Ice Skating Season Opens.
The ice skating season opened at the Boston Arena on 
Thursday and promises to be a record-breaker. There were 
three sessions on Thanksgiving Day, 9.30 to 12, 2.30 to 5, 
and from 8 to 10.30. 

George and Elizabeth [sic – Elsbeth] Mueller [sic –Muller], 
the noted skaters, have been re-engaged and there will be 
75 instructors on the staff this season. The Monday Night 
Skating Club, which was so popular last year, will again be 
on hand. 

While the hockey season will not open till about 
Christmas time, colleges and school hockey clubs, as well 
as those in amateur hockey leagues, have their plans well 
under way. Most of the Canadian teams will play at the 
Arena during the winter. New York has four teams in the 
Amateur Hockey League of America, and Boston three, 
and the intercity games should be interesting.

The Boston Arena [later Northeastern University’s Matthews 
Arena] was reachable by trolley and provided a supplement 
to the Cambridge Skating Club’s ice. Elsbeth Muller  and 
George Muller, a brother and sister teaching-and-coaching 
duo from Germany, counted a number of club members as 
students. A figure skater, George Muller had been invited by 
the Skating Club of Boston in 1912 to introduce the interna-
tional style of skating and is remembered as the inventor of 
the Dutch Waltz, Fiesta Tango, Willow Waltz, and Ten Fox 
dances. See “Pioneering Professional Pairs: Dazzling Duos 
You Didn’t Know” on Skate Guard, an online figure skating 
history blog.

Cambridge Chronicle
1 December 1917, p.6
—The Cambridge Skating club has opened its rink on Mt. 
Auburn street, corner of Willard street, for the season. 
Frank Milligan, of Oliver street [later renamed Tierney 
Street], is entering upon his eighteenth year as manager of 
the rink. 

The 1917–18 season was actually Frank Milligan’s first year 
as superintendent of the club. Previously, he had served as 
a skating teacher and assistant to the rink manager. Mr. 
Milligan served in the position until 1951. He was succeeded 
by his brother Jim, who managed the club until 1959. During 
the warm seasons, the Milligans managed the Cambridge 
Boat Club. 

Cambridge Chronicle
15 November 1919, p.4
City Hall [Item]

Government Foodstuff
Mayor Quinn has ordered that the sale of government 
foodstuff which has been going on for the past two weeks 
be continued all of next week. The sale is the largest that 
has ever been held, and the receipts each day that the sale 
has been held have totaled between $2,600 and $2,800. 
Although the opening days of the sale were well attend-
ed, the crowds which have attended the last few days 
have been record-breaking, and Thursday a long line of 
impatient buyers was on band long before the sale started. 
The sale will be held every morning next week at 10 o’clock 
at the following schools: Monday at the Roberts school; 
Tuesday, the Russell school; Wednesday, the Washington 
school; Thursday, the Agassiz school, and Friday, 
Cambridge Skating club, Willard and Mt. Auburn streets.

The club offered its clubhouse for civic use in the aftermath 
of World War I and later during World War II. 

The municipal sale of foodstuff was a leftover war measure 
that was not popular with local dealers. Sites of sales includ-
ed many of the city’s elementary schools.

Cambridge Chronicle
22 November 1919, p.4
Old Cambridge [Item]

Foodstuff Sale
The last sale of the government food stuff took place yes-
terday morning at the Cambridge Skating club quarters, 
on Mt. Auburn and Willard streets. There is some fruit 
left over and this will be placed on sale at city hall next 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings at 10 o’clock.
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20 November 1920, p.11
The Joys of Farming in the City Of Cambridge

The Plot of Ground Near Longfellow Park and Its 
Large Returns of Happiness and Thrift From a Small 
Investment
By Professor William Fenwick Harris

Passers-by by the thousands, afoot, in motors or on the 
Mount Auburn cars have noticed with interest a little com-
pany of diminutive farmers tolling away on a large plot of 
ground in Cambridge, next to the Longfellow park. For a 
number of years the work has been going on, the farmers 
are followed from season to season by younger brothers 
and sisters or by new comers, but the interest keeps always 
the same or reaches the pitch of enthusiasm that marked 
this summer’s work. The children of “the upper marsh” are 
very proud of their Garden City which did a bit of pioneer 
work in this part of the country, and led to the introduc-
tion of school gardens in Cambridge.

The land used lies on a bend of the Charles River opposite 
the stadium. It is occupied by the Cambridge Skating club 
as a rink in the winter, so that the farming is intensive in 
a double sense. The aim is not primarily to produce food, 
though the amount raised is considerable. The gardens 
have taught many children and some grown-ups, through 
the children, how to plant, and grow flowers and vegeta-
bles; they have helped to make a vacation in the city en-
durable; they have added to the enjoyment of many tired 
mothers; they have created somewhat of a sense of civic 
responsibility in many children. The occasional depreda-
tions suffered by gardens in the neighborhood are rarely if 
ever the work of the little farmers. 

The land is given by Mr. and Mrs. J.G. Thorp; the expenses 
are borne by the neighbors of Brattle street and other parts 
of Cambridge, at the suggestion of a committee including 
President Eliot, Alexander H. Bill, Mrs. Walter I. Badger, 
Mrs. Godfrey L. Cabot, Father Callahan [a playground 
was later named in his honor], Robert Cameron, Mrs. 
E.W. Forbes, E.A. Grozier, Miss Katherine Horsford, Miss 
Alberta M. Houghton, Robert W. Knowles, Josephine 
Preston Peabody, J.T.G. Nichols (who is treasurer), C.E. 
Noyes, Miss Gertrude Peabody, Miss Margaret Rand, Dr. 
Denman W. Ross, J.G. Thorp, Mrs. R.G.T. Webster, Mrs. 
Emile Williams and Professors James Ford, J.D.M. Ford, 
C.B. Gulick, W.F. Harris, A.A. Howard, F.L. Kennedy and 
E.C. Rand. 

The season is a short one, for the children are in school 
till late in June, the ground is low, and consequently 
soggy till very late, and the children are back in school in 
September. 

This year no planting was done till June 26th, yet the little 
gardeners recorded a crop of 988 large heads of lettuce, 
702 of endives, 141 pecks of Swiss chard, 1,063 quarts of 

beans, 756 pounds of tomatoes, 3,565 radishes, 1,366 kohl 
rabi, 3,123 beets, and 2,114 carrots. These figures are very 
exact since each child brought the crop as gathered to 
the teacher and had it recorded on an individual card. 
A great deal of healthy rivalry was created by a weekly 
announcement of crops harvested; the frequent requests 
to see and compare cards showed the keen interest, which 
was perhaps not unconnected with the fact that results be 
considered in awarding prizes at the end of the session. 
Some sample cards of the keepers of 10 x 20-foot plots are 
distinctly interesting. 

	 Dennis 	 Edith	 Catherine	 Louis 
	 Sughrue 	 Sullivan	 Wrenn	 Manselli

Radishes 	 26 	 .. 	 44 	 52
Heads of Lettuce 	 23 	 19 	 46 	 59
Quarts of Beans 	 19½ 	 23 	 17 	 13
Tomatoes 	 188 	 124 	 87 	 128
Kohl Rabi 	 ..	 69 	 16 	 26 
Carrots 	 .. 	 .. 	 166 	 78
Beets 	 218 	 60 	 134 	 74
Swiss Chard (pks)	 2½ 	 4 	 3 	 8½
Endive 	 34 	 .. 	 .. 	 10

Parents have appreciated the fact that their children were 
engaged in a pleasant occupation under an admirable 
teacher. But the sense of profit also entered into the sat-
isfaction. A father of three little gardeners remarked that 
his wife had been able to lay away $60 during the summer, 
which he attributed in no small measure to the fact that 
the children could so frequently bring home a contribu-
tion of vegetables to the family table. A mother of another 
gardener humorously remarked that the only thing she 
had to throw away was the beanstalks. Another mother 
wanted to bespeak for next year as many gardens as she 
could have. A seven-year-old boy who was particularly 
diligent, explained that mother used to have a charge-
book at the store, but now she had to pay for everything, 
so it was up to him to grow all he could. 

The enterprise has been fortunate in the teachers it has 
had during the seven years if has been in operation. Miss 
Eileen Marshall was the first; she subsequently was taken 
over by the city of Cambridge to start the project of school 
gardens throughout the city. She was followed by her 
sisters. This year Rudolph Langer, a student in Harvard, 
next year an instructor in mathematics in the same place, 
has been unusually successful with the children, both as 
teacher and as gardener. The plot is very advantageous for 
a garden: across the street, on the river, is a public park 
which can be used as a playground, and a short dis-
tance up-stream is a swimming beach, so that a frequent 
change of occupation is possible. The children all found 
an excursion to City Point, however, the great day of the 
summer. The aquarium was first on the program and the 
party arrived just as the seals were to be fed. This created 
such a sensation that there was a unanimous demand at 
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the end of the day that a return call be made on the seals. 
Camp was pitched for the day as it were, on Castle Island, 
where luncheon was eaten, sports indulged in, and a visit 
made to Fort Independence. To many it was the first visit 
so far from home. A long day of excitement was closed 
by what seemed one continuous cheer from City Point to 
Cambridge. 

An excursion of a smaller number was made to the exhibit 
of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society in September 
to see the products of children’s gardens. Four prizes were 
gleefully brought home and exhibited with pride to the 
end of the season. 

Really a great deal of knowledge has been gained in 
growing things. This year the children were unusually 
young and some of them were absolutely innocent of any 
gardening knowledge. They spoke of the “cold rabbits” and 
“sweet charge” they were going to grow; later in the year 
when one of their school teachers visited the gardens, they 
pointed out to her their Kohl Rabi and Swiss Chard. 

In seasons when a number of the children are old enough, 
they organize a little city government, with mayor, chief of 
police, board of aldermen, and other civic functionaries. 
They try transgressors against the rules, and mete out a 
stern justice that has to be tempered sometimes by the 
teacher. Perhaps the greatest day in the history of the gar-
den city was that on which the mayor of Cambridge paid 
his respects to the youthful mayor. 

The annual expense is considerable. This year the contri-
bution amounted to $774.50. Labor in plowing, harrowing, 
making the beds and paths, and setting out the watering 
system cost $141. Supplies of seeds, plants, fertilizers and 
the like took $50. Postage and printing in sending out ap-
peals for contributions, the picnic, prizes, and other small 
items took $86.50. The largest item was that of salaries for 
the teacher and for part-time of a district nurse who made 
regular visits to the Lowell school where most of the chil-
dren are winter attendants. This took $488 more, leaving a 
small nest-egg for another year. 

But there is no doubt that the gardens will be continued. 
Practically the same people have contributed from the 
beginning. They feel well repaid by the happiness gained 
by the children and the satisfaction of the parents. Many 
of them are sure that children should not he turned loose 
in city streets during the hot end dusty summer months. 
During that time much of the training gained during the 
school year is lost and there is an annual break in prog-
ress. In the country the long summer vacation is quite 
proper; most of the children are needed on the farms; they 
learn something from their occupations, and they have 
pleasant, places to play, but in the city such a vacation 
is a hardship and detriment to those who must be town 
dwellers for twelve months of the year. It is like so much of 
our educational systems, an inheritance, coming from the 

days when we were a country community. Urban schools 
should surely continue the education of children during 
the summer months, not, of course, in school-rooms or 
in the winter tasks, but with a programme suited to the 
current season. 

It is that sort of work that the Cambridge Garden City 
tries to do. That it was worth while doing this year as in 
the past was shown on the day the prizes were awarded, 
by the enthusiasm of children and of parents, not alone of 
the prize-winners, but of all. The first prize went to Dennis 
Sughrue; the seconds to Wilma Hodsten, Catherine 
Wrenn, and John Sughrue; the thirds to Margaret Wrenn, 
Mabel Coolberth, Edith Sullivan, Louis Manzelli, Jimmy 
Shipani, Catherine Crasco [sic – Crusco] and Bernie 
Sullivan. 

A classics scholar and archaeologist, William Fenwick 
Harris (1867–1923) lived a short walk from the Cambridge 
Skating Club – on Mercer Circle. He was deeply interested 
in social welfare of the neighborhood’s children. Perhaps 
his understanding of the agrarian roots of democracy 
in Ancient Greece informed his efforts in founding the 
Longfellow Improvement Association. The children’s gardens 
continued until World War II, when the field was given 
over to a neighborhood victory garden that also served as a 
morale-lifting community gathering spot. 

Sadly, in 1923, Mr. Harris died suddenly of pneumonia, 
age 55, so he did not live to see the continuing success of the 
gardening enterprise. (“Prof. Wm. Fenwick Harris Died 
Monday While on Business Trip to New York,” Cambridge 
Chronicle, 19 May 1923, p.11; “William Fenwick Harris,” 
Cambridge Tribune, 19 May 1923, p.3)

The Harvard student garden supervisor, Rudolf Langer, 
was likely recruited by Mr. Harris. Today Mr. Langer 
(1894–1968) is known for his distinguished career as a math-
ematician, especially his work on boundary value problems 
in ordinary differential equations and asymptotic methods 
in applied mathematics. 

The Catherine Crusco named in the article was the aunt of 
William (Billy) P. Crusco, who managed the CSC from 1989 
to 2007, and grew up at 9 Dinsmore Court.

Cambridge Tribune
26 February 1921, p.5
The Town Crier [Item]

Browne Helps Skater
I am told that Sherwin C. Badger, of Boston, champion fig-
ure skater of the United States owes his start in this sport 
to George H. Browne, master of the well known Browne & 
Nichols School on Garden street. Badger was a pupil at the 
school and while there was instructed in the intricacies of 
the art of figure skating by Mr. Browne, who, by the way, 
is a pioneer in that line. Badger was only 14 or I5 years of 
age when he began, but in four years has developed into 
national champion.
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Sherwin Badger (1901–1972) won the national junior figure 
skating men’s title in 1918, and then the national men’s title 
from 1920–1924. He also competed as a pairs skater with sis-
ters Edith Rotch (1874–1969) and Clara Rotch Frothingham 
(1881–1976) and with Beatrix Loughran (1900–1975) with 
whom he won the silver at the 1932 Olympics. Later he 
served as a world  figure skating judge and president of the 
U.S. Figure Skating Association. Although the Cambridge 
papers did not cover Mr. Badger’s career, the Chronicle 
did print an article on his wedding to Mary Bancroft 
(Cambridge Chronicle, 22 December 1923, p.15). After the 
marriage ended in 1933, Bancroft began an eventful new 
life in Switzerland, ultimately gaining more fame than her 
first husband. See Mary Bancroft, Autobiography of a Spy 
(William Morrow, 1983).

Cambridge Tribune
8 September 1923, p.6
Children’s Garden on Mt. Auburn Street

A garden party held last week Friday afternoon on the 
grounds of the Cambridge Skating Club, was attended by 
nearly 100 children. The children who planted gardens 
on the two-acre plot, and cared for these gardens during 
the Summer, were rewarded with a party, entertainment, 
refreshments, and an allotment of the vegetables raised 
by their own efforts. Part of the refreshments were made 
from the produce raised in the gardens. 

The Cambridge Skating Club property at the comer of 
Mount Auburn and Willard streets is used annually for a 
children’s community garden. The Longfellow Associates 
of Cambridge see that the grounds are properly supervised 
and ready for the amateur gardeners. 

Although all kinds of vegetables were raised this year, the 
pole beans and early corn were unusually fine.

Cambridge Chronicle
13 February 1926, p.3
“Old Cambridge” [item]

B.F. Wyeth, of 12 Hawthorne [sic –Hawthorn] street 
fell Tuesday evening while skating on the rink of the 
Cambridge Skating club and received injuries which ne-
cessitated his removal to the Cambridge hospital when he 
remained until Thursday. The doctor took five stitches in a 
cut on his forehead and ordered a few days’ rest.

B.F. [Benjamin Franklin] Wyeth was well-known in the city 
as a third-generation undertaker; his mortuary was located 
near Harvard Square. He also served as a city councillor 
from Ward 8 (the area around Harvard Square), 1928–1937. 
(See “Councillor Wyeth Out of Politics,” Cambridge 
Chronicle, 10 June 1937, p.1, and “114 Years Here: City’s 
Oldest Funeral Service Announces Closing of Doors,” 
Cambridge Chronicle, 13 August 1964, p.1.)

Cambridge Chronicle
18 January 1929, p.4
Skating Carnival

Members of the Cambridge Skating club will participate 
in the Russian carnival to be held in the Boston are-
na Wednesday evening, January under the auspices of 
the Boston Skating club for the benefit of the Elizabeth 
Peabody Settlement house. 

Maribel Vinson, of Winchester, Radcliffe girl and national 
woman’s champion in the field of figure skating, will be 
Prima Ballerina of the ice ballet, a flashing figure in bril-
liant emerald green.

Maribel Vinson’s first championship was a Cambridge 
Skating Club title. Members, particularly the junior mem-
bers, enjoyed participating as extras in ice shows.

Apart from occasional items, the Cambridge papers did 
not cover the competitive figure skating successes of the 
Cambridge Skating Club’s home-grown champions. A list of 
some includes: Sherwin Badger (five national men’s titles, 
1920–24, three pairs titles, 1930–32 with silver at the 1932 
Olympics); Maribel Vinson, nine women’s titles, 1928–33 
and 1935–17, with 1931 Olympic bronze, and six pairs titles, 
1928 and 1929 and 1933, 1935–37); George E.B. Hill (Maribel’s 
pairs partner in the 1930s and national singles men’s bronze 
in 1930, 1931, 1934 and 1936); Frederick Goodridge (silver 
in the men’s nationals in 1928 and 1929 and first in original 
dance in 1933 and 1934); Joan Tozzer (three national wom-
en’s singles titles and three national pairs titles, 1937–1939).

Cambridge Tribune
11 October 1930, p.7
Real Estate and Building News [Item]

Contract has been awarded J.J. Powers Company, 33 
Myrtle avenue, for the clubhouse to be erected at Mt. 
Auburn and Willard streets for the Cambridge Skating 
Club, 130 [sic – 177] Mt. Auburn street. Plans by Architect 
Allen W. Jackson, 25 Arch street, Boston.

Building Permits [Item]

33,135 Cambridge Skating Club, owners; J.J. Powers 
Company, builders; 2 Willard street: clubhouse, $8,000.

For a profile of Allen Jackson and information on other 
houses that he designed, see “Allen W. Jackson, Architect” on 
the club’s website.

John J. Powers was a well-known contractor, who built 
many houses in West Cambridge over four decades. The 
Cambridge Skating Club’s clubhouse was one of his last proj-
ects. (See “John J. Powers,” Cambridge Tribune, 31 March 
1933, p.6.)
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Cambridge Chronicle
12 December 1930, p.11
Finishing Touches Are Being Put on Skating 
Clubhouse

Finishing touches are being put this week on the 
new Norwegian style clubhouse being erected by the 
Cambridge Skating club on its property at the corner of 
Mount Auburn and Willard sts., abutting on Longfellow 
park. 

The clubhouse, which is of wooden construction, is gaily 
decorated on the outside in hues of brown, blue and red. 
The roof is of red tile. 

In the center of the building is one large hall running to 
the roof. Features of this room are the large open fireplace 
and a balcony so arranged that observers can sit inside and 
comfortably watch the skaters. 

The building also contains a checking room for coats, a 
skate sharpening shop, and toilet facilities. There is a cellar 
underneath the structure. Furnace heat will be provided 
in addition to the heat from the fireplace. The unique 
apparatus which has been used in past years to provide 
music for the skaters will be retained. [This apparatus was 
not described in the club’s 50th anniversary history, and now 
only conjecture is possible.]

The Norwegian style of architecture is carried out 
throughout the building. In front of the fireplace in the 
main hall will be two huge wooden settles where skaters 
may sit and toast their limbs. The architect of the build-
ing is Allen W. Jackson and the builder, J.J. Powers. The 
building committee of the club comprises Arthur M. 
Goodridge, president; Howard M. Turner and Stoughton 
Bell.

The property, which is used in the summer by the recre-
ation department for children’s gardens, was purchased 
last summer by the Skating club from Mrs. Joseph G. 
Thorp. This land was part of the old Longfellow estate. 

As soon as the land had been definitely purchased, the 
officers of the club believed that, the time was ripe to go 
ahead with their dream of having a new and more satisfac-
tory clubhouse. The present structure is the result. 

The building was located at the Mount Auburn street end 
of the rink in order to shut out the noise and dust coming 
from traffic along the street and to protect the ice from the 
slanting rays of the sun. President Goodridge said that as 
far as he knows the arrangement of permitting the city to 
use the land for garden instruction in the summer will be 
continued. 

He was unable to say just when the building would he 
absolutely completed but stated that it was merely a “mat-
ter of days” and that it was a question of whether the ice 
came before the building was done, or the building would 
precede the coming of the ice. No plans for a dedication or 
house warming have yet been made. 

This year marks the 33d season of the Cambridge Skating 
club which is one of the oldest and best known outdoor 
skating clubs in the country. The membership of 1,200 
includes a number of proficient figure skaters and the club 
has always taken a prominent part in the activities of the 
United States Figure Skating association. Several national 
champions got their start on the ice of the Cambridge 
club.

Cambridge Tribune
13 December 1930, p.3
Skating Club House Is Nearly Completed

The new club house of the Cambridge Skating Club at 
the corner of Mt. Auburn and Willard streets is nearing 
completion. The building is one story high setting close to 
the sidewalks, with entrance on Willard street, and is in 
Norwegian style.

Cambridge Chronicle
2 January 1931, p.6A
Cambridge: A Winter Sport Paradise

Winter sports are now good in Cambridge. Mass. The ice 
is smoother, the snow is deeper, the air is purer up in the 
Pilgrim land. 

Would you like to ski, skate and toboggan in the most 
historic countryside in America? Do you like to snowshoe 
by the banks of lordly rivers? Do you enjoy sincere New 
England cooking? 

Plan now for a long holiday in Cambridge, the winter 
paradise. Good hotels, cultured companions, handy to 
theatres, golf, ping pong, city council meetings. Make 
reservations now. 

The advertisement written above has never, to our knowl-
edge, appeared in the travel sections of our leading news-
papers. But there is no reason why it should not. And if 
the Industrial association were on to its job, the advertise-
ment would be widely inserted immediately. For  believe 
it or not, Cambridge is a winter sport paradise compared 
to which such way stations and hillbilly settlements as East 
Jaffrey and North Conway fade into insignificance. 

What could the ardent winter sport fan ask that he cannot 
find in Cambridge? Would he go tobogganing? There is a 
long and excellent municipal slide at Fresh pond. Would 
he ski? There are the grounds of the Harvard observatory. 
Would he go snowshoeing? There are the banks of the 
Charles between Gerry’s landing and Watertown. 

Where can one find better skating than is offered by the 
Cambridge Skating club with its new Norwegian club-
house on Mount Auburn st.? And if one does not care to 
join a club, there are so many public skating grounds that 
he is hard put to choose between them. 



28

There are the Charles river, the municipal rinks on 
Cambridge field, Rindge field, and the common. In the 
northern section of the city are chose most fascinating ice 
fields: Jerry’s and Cofran’s. Of coasting there is an abun-
dance; Lower Magazine st., Chestnut st., Washington ave., 
Mead st., Buena Vista park, Vernon st., the Harvard obser-
vatory grounds, the sloping hills around Fresh pond. Any 
Cambridge child who has a sled and can’t find any place to 
use it, should have his head examined. 

At first glance, it would seem that about the only accept-
ed winter sport that cannot be provided in Cambridge 
is mountain climbing. But we venture to say that after 
hauling a toboggan 20 times from the bottom to the top 
of the Fresh Pond slide, the hardiest athlete will feel in 
his sinews all the aches mid tremors that are experienced 
by Appalachian club members after a winter jaunt up 
Tuckerman’s ravine. 

An infinite variety of unorthodox but stimulating winter 
sports are to be found in Cambridge. Among these are “lift 
and spin,” “lift and throw,” and “sweat and wrestle.” 

Anyone who has ever taken his ash barrels from the cellar 
to the sidewalk on Monday mornings needs no instruction 
in the principles of “lift and spin.” Nor does anyone who 
has shoveled six inches of snow from his sidewalks need 
any expert tutelage in the fine points of “lift and throw.” 

“Sweat and wrestle” is an indoor game played in the cellar. 
It builds character and develops will power. The only ma-
terials needed are a furnace (the bigger the better), a rusty 
iron shaker, and a heavy coal shovel. 

Canada, being without the blessings of the prohibition 
amendment, may have a slight edge on Cambridge in the 
matter of providing refreshment for winter visitors, but 
Chief McBride to the contrary, we have yet to be con-
vinced that good liquor cannot be bought in Cambridge. 

Feasting, always considered an essential of any winter 
sport colony, is a highly developed art in Cambridge. Once 
a month the Cambridge club holds secret practice while 
the service clubs give public exhibitions weekly. The city 
councillors are proficient along these lines, although their 
performance smack too much of the professional to be of 
interest to lovers of amateur sport. 

As for sports such as pee wee golf and ping pong, there 
are more palaces in Cambridge devoted to this particu-
lar form of enlightenment than there are coughers at a 
December concert in Symphony hall. 

And if you positively insist upon turning winter into 
summer, you can hop up to the Y.M.C.A., take off your 
overshoes, ulster and heavy underwear, and go for a long 
sultry swim in the crystal pool. 

If you are the type of sensitive spirit that craves basket-
ball, interpretative dancing, or lessons in needlework. The 
city maintains recreation centers where such facilities are 
always on tap. 

And if you like to bowl, or pitch pennies, or shoot Kelley 
pool, Cambridge can give you that too. 

So far as we know Cambridge has no red hot stove around 
which its honest burghers may sit and discuss President 
Hoover and the Boston Bruins. But anyone who has ever 
had his hair cut at Jesse Silva’s barber shop knows that the 
Cambridge intelligentsia are not exactly tongue-tied. 

If we haven’t proved to you by now that Cambridge is the 
ideal winter sport colony, you are hopeless. But if you’ve 
got an extra round trip ticket to Montreal in your pocket, 
bring it around and we’ll guarantee to use it.

This article notes that, in addition to the Cambridge 
Skating Club, skaters might avail themselves of the rinks at 
Cambridge Field, Rindge Field and the Common, as well as 
former clay pits Jerry’s Pond (near Rindge Avenue), Cofran’s 
Pond (on Concord Avenue), and the Charles River. Cofran’s 
would be filled in later in the year, but the city soon added a 
new rink at Russell Field.

Cambridge Chronicle
16 January 1931, p.4
Old Cambridge [Item]

Wins British Championship 
Miss Maribel Vinson, of Winchester, a junior at Radcliffe, 
won the gold medal of the Great Britain National Skating 
association in London, Thursday. She was the first 
American since the war to win Britain’s premier skating 
prize. 

She dazzled the onlookers with variations of fancy skating, 
a dizzy speed, and exquisite gracefulness, finishing with an 
average of 302.8 out of a possible 300 points. 

After this there was a display of free style skating in which 
Miss Vinson scored 9.6 out of a possible 12. Now she is 
going to St. Moritz to look over the rivals she will meet 
next month in the international competition. Her father is 
T.M. Vinson.

Maribel Vinson’s competitive successes included nine nation-
al ladies titles and six pairs titles with two different partners. 
She competed in three Olympics – 1928, 1932 and 1936, 
winning a bronze medal in the ladies’ singles in 1932. 

Cambridge Chronicle
23 January 1931, p.2B
George Henry Browne Founder of Browne and 
Nichols School

George Henry Browne, a widely known educator and a 
distinguished author, died at his home, 23 Chauncy st., 
Tuesday, as a result of a heart ailment with which he was 
afflicted more than a year ago. He was one of the founders 
of the Browne & Nichols school, this city, of which he was 
head master for many years, until his retirement a year ago.
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Mr. Browne was born at Natick, October 11, 1857, the son 
of George Warren and Emeline (Wetherbee) Browne and 
received his early education in the Waltham grammar and 
high schools. He was graduated from Harvard in 1880 
with a degree of A.B., receiving his A.M. degree the fol-
lowing year. After his graduation he taught at the Keene, 
N.H. high school and was a private tutor at Harvard in 
1800 and ’81. 

With the late Edgar Hamilton Nichols he established the 
Browne h Nichols school in 1883. The school was first 
located in Felton hall and later moved to Appian way. The 
school, which now occupies many acres of land, is at pres-
ent located in Garden st. 

He was married October 10, 1889 to Miss Emily Robbins 
Webster, of Bridgewater. N.H. He had been president 
of the New England Association of Teachers of English, 
vice-president of the New England Classical association 
and vice president of the Harvard Teachers’ association, as 
well as a member and official of other prominent educa-
tional organizations.

He held membership in the Harvard club, Friday Evening 
club. Skating Club of Boston, Cambridge Dramatic club, 
Cambridge Shakespeare association International Skating 
club of Switzerland, United States Figure Skating associa-
tion and the International Skating union of America. 

Among the most noted of his literary works were: “Notes 
on Shakespeare’s Versification.” “Figure Skating.” “Poems 
of Emerson,” “The Modern School of Present Day 
Distractions,” “Forty Years of American Education,” and 
his contributions to the many educational journals of this 
country. 

He is survived by his widow, Emeline; three daughters, 
Mrs. John Gallishaw, of Rye, N.Y., Miss Hester Browne, 
head of the social service department at the Westchester 
County hospital, New York, and Mrs. James H. Townsend, 
of Boston. 

Memorial services will be held at Appleton chapel. 
Harvard yard. Sunday afternoon at 3.30.

Cambridge Tribune
24 January 1931, p.10
George H. Browne

George H. Browne, 73, widely known educator and one 
of the founders of Browne & Nichols School, who retired 
only two years ago as headmaster emeritus, passed away 
Tuesday at his home, 23 Chauncy street. He was the first 
president, as well as one of the founders of the institution 
which bore his name, and lived to see the private school 
grow to international prestige. While primarily interested 
in education, Mr. Browne also won fame as the man who 
introduced the international style of artistic skating in this 
section. 

For 40 years, Mr. Browne was headmaster of the famous 
preparatory school. Edward Nichols, who helped him es-
tablish the first boys’ academy at Felton hall, to be known 
as Browne & Nichols School, passed away in 1910 and the 
school was reorganized with Willard Reed as co-principal. 

Mr. Browne was born in Natick, October 11, 1857, the son 
of George Warren and Emeline (Wetherbee) Browne. He 
attended the Waltham schools and was graduated from 
Harvard with the class of ’78, with Phi Beta Kappa honors. 
He was given a master’s degree the next year. 

He taught school in Keene, N.H., for two years and in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. for a year. Then he and Edward Nichols 
established the Browne & Nichols School at Felton hall. 
Later it moved to Appian Way and then to Garden street, 
to the place now occupied by Radcliffe College. Later the 
school moved to its present site at 20 Garden street. 

Mr. Browne married, October 10, 1889, Emily Robbins 
Webster, of Bridgewater, N.H. He was a prominent mem-
ber and official of a number of educational organizations. 
He had been president of the New England Association 
of Teachers of English, vice president of the New England 
Classical Association and vice president of the Harvard 
Teachers’ Association. 

He was a member of the Harvard Club, Friday Evening 
Club, Skating Club of Boston, Cambridge Dramatic 
Club, Cambridge Shakespeare Association, International 
Skating Club of Switzerland, United States Figure Skating 
Association, the International Skating Union of America 
and other organizations. 

He was an author and among his works were “Notes on 
Shakespeare’s Versification,” “Figure Skating,” “Poems 
of Emerson,” “The Modern School of Present Day 
Distractions,” “Forty Years of American Education,” and 
contributor to many educational journals. Besides his 
widow he leaves three daughters, Mrs. John Gallishaw, of 
Rye, N.Y.; Miss Hester Browne, head of the social service 
department at the Westchester County Hospital in New 
York and Mrs. James H. Townsend, of Boston.

Cambridge Sentinel
27 June 1931, pp.1,8
Photograph: Supt. Steve Mahoney Always Alert [not 
reproduced]
“Steve” Mahoney on Recreation!

Planning for a Lively Summer for the Children 
With the closing of schools for the summer vacation pe-
riod, the Recreation Division of the Park Department an-
nounces that the municipal playgrounds will open for the 
summer sessions next Monday morning. Until the chil-
dren return to school in the fall, supervision will be main-
tained on nineteen (19) play areas throughout the .city as 
follows: Cambridge Field, John J. Ahern, Russell E. Hoyt, 
Rindge Field, Cambridge Common, Raymond Street, 
Fresh Pond, Buckingham Field, Broadway Common, 
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Corporal Burns, Fletcher School, Lowell School, High 
School, Peabody School, Gannett School, Sleeper School, 
Washington Street, John P. Squire, Granite Street.

A well planned list of activities for the playgrounds has 
been prepared by the department, including league com-
petition in baseball, playground ball, squash ball, paddle 
tennis and quoits [ring-toss game]. In addition, there will 
be track meets and tournaments at specified times during 
the season, and a general demonstration day conducted 
during the final week of the season. 

The bathing beaches at Gerry’s Landing and Jerry’s Pit are 
also under supervision for the summer, and the garden 
plot on the land owned by the Cambridge Skating Club at 
Mt. Auburn and Willard streets has been prepared for the 
use of about seventy-five (75) children. 

As in past seasons, a series of outdoor motion picture en-
tertainments is being arranged for the several playgrounds 
in the city. The schedule of these entertainments will be 
announced later. 

The list of playground directors and assistants an-
nounced for the season is as follows: James O’Brien, Fred 
McMenimen, John Kelley, Jeremiah Sullivan, Edward 
O’Brien, Gerald Barry, Joseph Powers, Joseph Schuler, 
John Toomey, Francis McBride, Thomas F. Mullen, 
William Fahey, John Temple, Robert Burns, Paul Liston, 
David Ronan, Edward Hurley, John Murphy, David 
Hunter, Henry Igo, Elizabeth O’Neil, Margaret Leahy, 
Anna Hogan, Margaret Mulqueeney, Julia Mooney, Grace 
Brogan, Mary Kearns, Marie Mullin, Margaret Walsh, 
Mary Barrow, Lillian Collins, Marie Hyde, Muriel Kimball.

Cambridge Tribune
27 June 1931, pp.1,8
To Open Nineteen Playgrounds Next Monday 
Forenoon

With the closing of schools for the summer vacation 
period, the recreation division of the park department 
announces that the municipal playgrounds will open for 
the summer sessions next Monday morning. Until the 
children return to school in the fall, supervision will be 
maintained on 19 play areas throughout the city as follows; 
Cambridge Field, John J. Ahern, Russell E. Hoyt, Rindge 
Field, Cambridge Common, Raymond Street, Fresh Pond, 
Buckingham Field, Broadway Common, Corporal Burns, 
Fletcher School, High School, Peabody School, Gannett 
School, Sleeper School, Washington Street, John P. Squire, 
Granite street. Lowell school. 

A well planned list of activities (or the playgrounds has 
been prepared by the department including league com-
petition in baseball, playground ball, squash ball, paddle 
tennis and quoits. In addition, there will be track meets 
and tournaments at specified times during the season, and 
a general demonstration day conducted during the final 
week of the season. 

The bathing beaches at Gerry’s Landing and Jerry’s Pit are 
also under supervision for the summer, and the garden 
plot on the land owned by the Cambridge Skating Club at 
Mt. Auburn and Willard streets has been prepared for the 
use of about 75 children. 

As in past seasons, a series of outdoor motion picture 
entertainments is being arranged for the several play-
grounds in the city. The schedule of these entertainments 
will be announced later. The list of playground directors 
and assistants announced for the season is as follows: 
James O’Brien, Fred McMenimen, John Kelley, Jeremiah 
Sullivan, Edward O’Brien, Gerald Barry, Joseph Powers, 
Joseph Schuler, John Toomey, Francis McBride, Thomas F. 
Mullen, William Fahey, John Temple, Robert Burns, Paul 
Liston, David Ronan, Edward Hurley, John Murphy, David 
Hunter, Henry Igo, Elizabeth O’Neil, Margaret Leahy, 
Anna Hogan, Margaret Mulqueeney, Julia Mooney, Grace 
Brogan, Mary Kearns, Marie Mullin, Margaret Walsh, 
Mary Barrow, Lillian Collins, Marie Hyde, Muriel Kimball.

Cambridge Chronicle
9 February 1934, p.3
Cambridge Skating Club

The annual carnival of the Cambridge Skating club, on 
Mt. Auburn and Willard sts. last week Saturday, was a gay 
event as usual, with fancy skaters participating, brilliant 
colored lights and a brass band. There were exhibitions 
of figure skating by talented club members. During the 
afternoon preceding, there were Junior sports of various 
description. 

Monday night, the club held a skating competition open 
to members only, with entries including George E.B. Hill, 
Frederick Goodridge, Lester M. Madden, Miss Grace 
Madden and Mrs. Channing Frothingham [née Clara 
Morgan Rotch]. There were eight events. Judges were 
Arthur Drinkwater, Mrs. Thomas Vinson, James A. Tower, 
Willoughby Stuart. Arthur Goodridge is president of the 
club.

Already noted, George E.B. Hill (1907–1992) and Frederick 
Goodridge (1906–1967, each lived a short walk from 
the club. Hailing from Boston, brother and sister Lester 
(1909–1984) and Grace Madden (1911–1987) were national 
pairs champions in 1934; they had won the junior pairs 
title in 1928. A member of the talented Rotch family, Mrs. 
Frothingham (1881–1976) was still competing at the age of 
53.
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Cambridge Tribune
6 July 1934, p.1
New Playground To Be Operated Through Summer

Cambridge Skating Club Allows Use of Its Property—
New Assistants as Relief Directors Has ERA 
Allotment—Evening and Sunday Programs 
Superintendent of Recreation Stephen H. Mahoney 
conducted a meeting of the playground staff at Rindge 
Field on Tuesday morning of this week in preparation for 
the summer season which began yesterday. Plans were 
discussed for the program of activities which is to be 
conducted for the boys and girls of the city for the next 
two months. 

A number of new assistants have been added to the staff 
for this season, their assignments being mostly as re-
lief directors on playgrounds which are open evenings 
and Sundays. In addition, a few part-time assistants 
have been secured from the E.R.A. [Emergency Relief 
Administration], and will be utilized during parts of the 
week on the busier fields. Among the E.R.A. allotment is 
a registered nurse, and she has been assigned to the girls’ 
playgrounds for health instruction talks. This is a unique 
feature in playground work, and it is anticipated that it will 
be a worth-while part of the summer’s program.

All of the playgrounds which were supervised last summer 
are again open this summer, and a new ground has been 
added at the Cambridge skating club property [emphasis 
added]. The large athletic fields are under supervision 
daily from 9.30 until dark and also on Sunday afternoons. 
The other grounds will be supervised from 9.30 to 5 o’clock 
week-days. 

Besides the games, contests and handcraft activities which 
are conducted on each playground, inter-play-ground 
contests will begin next week in baseball, playground and 
squashball. League schedules are being arranged by the 
recreation department office for seniors, juniors, sub- 
juniors and midgets in baseball, and seniors and juniors in 
playground ball and squash-ball. Later in the season it is 
planned to conduct a paddle-tennis tournament to decide 
the city championship for both boy and girl players.

The list of playgrounds under supervision for the summer 
is as follows: Cambridge Field, Granite street, Rindge 
Field, Fletcher School, Russell E. Hoyt, Lowell School, 
John J. Ahern, Gannett School, Cambridge Common, 
Peabody School, Fresh Pond, Buckingham Field, 
Broadway Common, John P. Squire, Corporal Burns, 
Norfolk Street, Timothy F. Corcoran, Washington Street, 
Cambridge Skating Club.

Cambridge Chronicle
6 July 1934, p.3
Summer Activities on City Playgrounds 

The article (not included here) indicates that the Cambridge 
Skating Club was clearly a valued venue in the city’s summer 
recreation program.

Cambridge Tribune
27 September 1935, p.6
William S. Hall

William Stickney Hall, 86, an attorney who was one of the 
founders of the First Church of Boston and secretary of 
the Harvard College class of ’69, passed away Wednesday 
at his home, 6 Follen street, where he had resided for 65 
years. Born in this city March 30, 1849, the son of Orrin 
Hall and Sarah Noyes Stickney Hall, he attended the 
Cambridge Latin school, and Harvard College. Following 
his graduation from the college in 1869, he received his 
law degree in 1871 and his A.M. in 1872, when he was also 
admitted to the bar. He was engaged in active practice 
until recently, with offices at 53 State street. 

For 30 years he had served as treasurer of the indus-
trial school for girls, had been one of the organizers of 
the Cambridge Social Dramatic club; of the Cambridge 
Casino, one of the early tennis clubs; and the Cambridge 
Skating club, an early center for modern fancy skating. He 
retained this latter interest until he was almost 80 years 
old. Yachting was another of his interests. He was a mem-
ber of the Eastern Yacht club. 

The report of the 50th anniversary of the Harvard College 
class of ’69 was prepared by him, and he became secretary 
of the class upon the passing of Thomas P. Beal, who had 
held that honor for 50 years. He was an active member 
of the Harvard club of Boston, where as a member of the 
board of governors during the war he was instrumental in 
making it a center for the entertainment of distinguished 
foreign visitors. Mr. Hall also served as legal adviser to 
the selective service system, and made many speeches 
throughout the commonwealth. 

Funeral services will be held at the Mt. Auburn chapel this 
morning at 11 o’clock. The following nieces and nephews 
survive; Mrs. Frederick Law Olmsted of Brookline; Philip 
P. Sharples of this city; and William Hall Sharples and 
Alice W. Sharples of Nelson, N.H.

The son of a Cambridge grocer, William S. Hall was one 
of the leaders of the campaign against the ban of skating at 
Fresh Pond. Although the effort failed, it led to the found-
ing of the Cambridge Skating Club. Mr. Hall became its 
first president. It is interesting to note that Mr. Hall’s niece, 
Sarah Hall Sharples Olmsted (1875–1961) was the wife of 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. (1870–1957). Did F.L. Olmsted, 
Jr. recommend the placement of cut Christmas trees around 
the property?
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Cambridge Tribune
10 January 1936, p.7
Skating Carnival Tonight at Club

Gaiety and informality will reign over the skating carnival 
which takes place tonight at the Cambridge Skating club. 
Bright Japanese lanterns will sway about the Swiss chalet 
of the club where members may gather to watch the ice 
dancing and exhibitions if not taking an active part them-
selves, and a band will enliven the event as well as playing 
for the two dancing competitions, one a waltz, the other a 
“14 step.” 

This spontaneous affair will be for the club’s members and 
their guests, and many of Boston’s best skaters will be pres-
ent to show their skill on the ice. The carnival is planned 
for from eight to ten o’clock. However, if the weather 
proves to be inclement, it will be postponed to the first 
pleasant evening of the following dates, January 11, 17, 18, 
24 or 25. 

Arthur Goodridge is president of the Cambridge Skating 
club, and two other officers who are taking charge of the 
carnival are Arthur Drinkwater and Howard M. Turner.

Cambridge Tribune
31 January 1936, p.8
Cambridge Skating Club Holds Carnival

Miss Evelyn Freeman and F. Ashton Parmenter Winners 
in Feature Events 
Cambridge Skating club held a carnival Saturday evening 
at the club’s rink on Mt. Auburn street, attended by hun-
dreds of skaters who were on the ice from 8 to 10 p.m. An 
open fire in the chalet furnished warmth when the out-of-
doors sport became too cold for comfort. 

Yellow, rose and green Japanese lanterns hung around the 
rink, with the bright costumes of the skaters, furnished 
a gay scene and variety was given to the exercise by two 
dancing competitions, a waltz and a 14-step. In both events 
the winners were F. Ashton Parmenter and Miss Evelyn 
Freeman. Miss Rebecca Norcross won honors in the 
waltz with Albert Norris as her partner, and in the 14-step 
with Robert Coit as partners. Judges of the events were 
Miss Edith Rotch, Philip P. Sharples, Arthur Drinkwater 
and Harold Stock. The carnival was planned by Mr. 
Drinkwater and Howard M. Turner. 

Among those who participated in the skating were Miss 
Nancy Follett, Miss Cherry Nichols, Miss Anne Nichols, 
Miss Hope Faxon, Miss Mary Faxon, Miss Mabel Bell, 
Miss Elizabeth Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. Huntington 
Faxon, Mrs. Ernest F. Henderson, Jr., Mrs. Thorne L. 
Wheeler and Miss Dorothy Wheeler, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Bacon, the Rev. John Grainger of Christ church, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Bowditch, Miss Janet Eustis, Mr. and Mrs. 
Thatcher P. Luquer, Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gring, Mr. and 

Mrs. Rufus F. Hale, John Westlake, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Martin, Mr. and Mrs. Earnest B. Dustan and Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Sargent, Arthur Goodridge, Robert Goodwin, 
Arthur Howard, Stephen Tanner, William Read, George 
H. Bingham, Chandler Bingham.

Cambridge Tribune
12 February 1937, p.6
Cambridge Skating Club

A skating mecca for young Cantabrigians is the 
Cambridge Skating Club. Miss Barbara Hale, young 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Frost Hale of Coolidge 
Hill road, has been seen recently practicing the Charlotte 
stop. Miss Nancy Osgood, sub-deb daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward H. Osgood of Fayerweather street, is quite an 
expert in spirals and twirls. 

Barbara Hale Clark contributed a 1937 photograph that is 
reproduced in the club’s centennial history.

Cambridge Tribune
26 February 1937, p.8
Society [Item]

Youngest Set Enjoy Sports 
Merrily we glide along! That was the theme song of 
the “youngest set” as they gathered at the Cambridge 
Skating Club for some mid winter skating. Glimpsed at 
the Skating Club were many young Cantabrigians who 
will some day take up their duties in reception lines and 
committees. Among them were Victoria Lee Henderson, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Henderson of this city; 
Cordelia MacPherson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Warren 
MacPherson; Anne Lowes, charming young daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Lowes; and little Emma Hooton and 
Constance Fraser, during a recess from the Buckingham 
school, were also glimpsed enjoying the winter sports. 

Cambridge Chronicle
27 March 1941, p.16
Cambridge Skaters Star in Carnival

A number of Cambridge skaters played prominent roles in 
the twenty ninth annual ice skating carnival staged by the 
Skating Club of Boston at its rink on Soldiers’ Field road 
last week-end. Among the Cambridge skaters participating 
were – Philip P. Sharples, Delmar Leighton, Jr., Andrew 
Leighton, Nancy Wheatland, Miss Eleanor Madeira, 
Arthur M. Goodridge, Frederick Goodridge, Richard I. 
Hapgood, George E.B. Hill, Elizabeth-Hilbert Day, Isabella 
L. Leighton, Ann G. Nichols, Cordelia MacPherson, Mrs. 
George E.B. Hill, Miss Ann Nichols, Miss Katharine Hill, 
Miss Barnet Gring.

The skaters listed were members of the Cambridge  
Skating Club.
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Cambridge Chronicle
16 July 1942, p.2
Need Women to Make Surgical Dressings Here

More women volunteers are now urgently needed to make 
surgical dressings for the Red Cross. An order for a greatly 
increased quota, which must be finished by August 31st, 
has just been received from the National Red Cross in 
Washington. 

The dressings are made by folding surgical gauze into a 
few special shapes under supervision of trained workers. 
Women of all ages can do it, and all are welcome. The 
hours are from 9 to 12:30 every morning except Saturday, 
and workers may come for one or more mornings a week. 
The workroom it in the Skating Club at the corner of 
Mt. Auburn and Willard streets and may by reached by 
Watertown or Waverly cars, which pass the door. It is in 
charge of Mrs. Albert W. Rantoul.

Cambridge Chronicle
17 April 1947, p.15
Top Skaters in Ice Chips Revue at Skating Club

Many Cambridge People Are Patrons 
Great interest is being shown in the forthcoming 35th 
Annual Ice Show, “Ice Chips Revue” 1947, given by the 
Skating Club of Boston, 1240 Soldiers Field road, Brighton, 
on Friday, April 25th, Saturday afternoon and evening, 
April 26th, and Sunday matinee, April 27th to benefit the 
Boston Dispensary Building Fund. 

Such skating stars as Richard Button, recently written up 
in Time and Life magazines for his brilliant performanc-
es in the World’s Skating Championships at Stockholm, 
Sweden, will appear. He is twice men’s Champion and 
1947 North American Champion. In addition to “Dickey” 
Button, Miss Eileen Seigh will be featured. She is said to 
be “the best lady free skater in the ! world.” Miss Seigh has 
the technique of Evelyn Chandler combined with the satin 
smoothness of Gretchen Merrill and Barbara Ann Scott. 
Rex Cook, Indianapolis comedian will also be starred. Mr. 
Montgomery “Bud” Wilson is capably directing the show 
with Mrs. Paul Gardent as co-director. 

Among the many Cambridge patrons and subscribers 
are: Mr. and Mrs. Philip Sharples, Mr. and Mrs. George 
R. Blodgett and Katherine Blodgett, Mr. and Mrs. Paul R. 
Corcoran, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Peak, Miss Marilyn Peak 
and Mr. David Peak, Mr. Frederick Goodridge, Mr. Arthur 
Goodridge, Mr. Richard Hapgood, Mr. and Mrs. Albert W. 
Rockwood, Mrs. Lewis F. Perry, Miss Janet Haskell, Mrs. 
Paul Gring, Mr. Arthur Drinkwater, Miss Nancy Conway, 
Mrs. Winthrop Churchill, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Card, 
and Miss Polly Card.

Cambridge Chronicle
8 April 1948, p.12
Under the Sun’s Bonnet

Many brisk Cambridge grandpas (and grandmas, too) 
owe much of their bouncing good health to the happy 
hours they have spent on skates at the Cambridge Skating 
club’s outdoor rink, corner of Willard and Mount Auburn 
streets.

Here, on land which the Poet Longfellow once acquired 
to protect his view of the Charles river marshes, hundreds 
of Cambridge people of all ages have mastered the art of 
plain and fancy skating.

The story of the club, of the champion skaters it has pro-
duced, of the kerosene gas lamps that used to illuminate 
the ice at night, and at the hand-cranked hurdy-gurdy 
that provided music on Saturday afternoons, is related in 
lively style in a booklet which the club, of which Arthur 
M. Goodridge is president, has just issued to mark its 50th 
birthday. 

Back in 1898 [sic – 1897] Frederick Swift founder of the 
club, persuaded Longfellow’s daughter, Mrs. Thorp, 
who then owned the field, to let it be flooded for skating 
purposes.

The bowling alley from the Cambridge Casino across the 
street was moved to the northerly end of the field, and 
a tiny room at one end served as a shelter. [The bowling 
alley had been moved several years before.] Later, another 
little room was added. In the middle of each room was a 
big pot-bellied stove with a deep pan of water for skate 
dipping on top. 

William S. Hall became the club’s first president, serving 
from 1900 to 1919, and the club showed a steady growth 
in popularity. Indeed, by the time of the depression in the 
1930’s, the club had become so much of a “must” in the 
Old Cambridge community, that one young mother was 
heard explaining to another “We’ve let our maid go and 
joined the Skating club.”

One of the most active early members was George H. 
Browne, headmaster of the Browne and Nichols school, 
known affectionately to his pupils as “Daddy Browne.” His 
love for figure skating was incandescent and he was tireless 
in imparting the same glow to others.

“Daddy Browne” discovered Frank L. Milligan, formerly 
of Nova Scotia, doing some good figure skating on Fresh 
Pond and brought him to the club as an instructor and 
assistant superintendent.

Frank, who has been superintendent of the club since 1917, 
has possibly taught more people to skate and more skaters 
to dance the ten-step than anyone else in the world.

In 1904 Frank brought his brother, Jim, to the club as gate 
man. The recent club booklet expresses the belief that “Jim 
can call by name more Cambridge people than anyone 
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else, and that Frank knows more Cambridge grand-
mothers by their first names than any other person.”

Up until 1941 when a new ice-sweeping gadget was ac-
quired, the club used to buy an old Ford car for $l5 each 
year to pull the planer across the ice. At the end of the 
season, the club would give the car away. 

Among the high-ranking American skaters who got their 
start at the club have been Sherwin C. Badger, Frederick 
Goodridge, Maribel Y. Vinson, George E.B. Hill, Richard 
L. Hapgood, Joan Tozzer, Eleanor A. Appel, and Stephen 
B. Tanner. Many of these on entering national compe-
titions, designated the Cambridge Skating club as their 
home club. 

In 1930 the present clubhouse, a compact Norwegian style 
structure in brown and blue with bright red doors and 
shutters, was built. The weather vane, designed by Elinor 
M. Goodridge, shows a perfect pair of skaters.

Carved on the beam over the great fireplace is a quotation 
from the poet Goethe an accomplished figure skater him-
self. Freely translated, it reads “Power perfected becomes 
grace.” 

An interesting photo in the historical booklet shows all 
present incorporators and two former incorporators:—
Willoughby L. Stuart, Prof. Howard M. Turner, Arthur 
M. Brooks, Jr., Stoughton Bell, Arthur M. Goodridge, 
Philip P. Sharples (secretary-treasurer of the club), 
Frederick Goodridge, Chauncy C. Batchelor, and Arthur 
Drinkwater. All are shown on skates with a snow bank in 
the background.

The club is the second oldest skating club in the United 
States, and claims to be the largest (it has 1,250 members).

Its dream for the future is to acquire equipment to pro-
duce the outdoor ice artificially. In fact, the birthday book-
let states:—“Skating is an outdoor sport and as such has a 
particular appeal. A rink and refrigeration machinery cost 
much less than a roof, that might cover the rink. Some day 
it must come.”

Cambridge Chronicle
1 December 1949, p.10
Skating Club in Dinner Honoring Arthur 
Goodridge

Arthur M. Goodridge, recently retired president of the 
fifty-year old Cambridge Skating club, was honored for 
his 30 years’ service at a dinner given at the club house on 
Mount Auburn st. Monday evening by more than 70 of 
his friends and fellow members. Many present and past 
notables of the skating world were on hand. 

Succeeding President, Arthur H. Brooks, Jr. presented 
Mr. Goodridge with a silver plate embossed with the club 
seal and inscribed “1919–1949 From Club Members in 
Appreciation of Thirty Years of Devotion to the Affairs of 
the Club.” 

“Skating is fun,” said Goodridge in acknowledgment, “and 
good skating is even more fun. It has always been my aim 
and that of the Cambridge Skating club to provide more 
skating and more fun for more people.” Club Treasurer 
Philip P. Sharples read letters and telegrams from distant 
members unable to attend, including World’s Champion 
Dick Button, and former Champions Maribel Y. Vinson 
and George E.B. Hill, among many others. A certificate of 
election as Honorary President was then presented to Mr. 
Goodridge by the Secretary, N. Preston Breed, on behalf 
of the Incorporators of the Club, who assured the recipient 
that his new position of honor would be “without duties.” 

Other tributes were paid orally by Charles M. Rotch, 
Honorary President of the Skating Club of Boston: 
Thomas M. Vinson father of Maribel Vinson; ex-cham-
pions Theresa Weld Blanchard and James L. Madden, 
and long-time employees Frank and James Milligan. To 
conclude the evening a fashion skit with old-time skat-
ing costumes was presented by Charles M. Rotch, Mrs. 
Channing Frothingham, George Wilson, Anne Waghorne, 
George Clapp, and Carolyn McCann. 

Among those present were the incorporators of the club 
and their wives, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Brooks. Jr, Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip P. Sharples, Mr. and Mrs. N. Preston 
Breed, Mr. and Mrs. Willoughby H. Stuart, Jr., Arthur 
Drinkwater, and Frederick Goodridge. Also former 
officers and incorporators Mr. and Mrs. Howard M. 
Turner and Stoughton Bell. Also M.L. Madden, Mr. and 
Mrs. James L. Madden, Albert F. Norris, Miss Eleanor 
Appel, Frank Milligan, Mrs. Channing Frothingham. Mr. 
and Mrs. H.A. Jenks, Robert R. Jenks, Mr. and Mrs. H.F. 
Peak, H.F. Peak, 3rd, David Peak, George R. Blodgett, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert H. Lamond, James Milligan, Charles 
M. Rotch, Mrs. Franklin T. Hammond, Jr., Miss Cornelia 
Randall, Mr. and Mrs. T.M. Vinson, Richard Hapgood, Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert H.W. Welch, Maurice Shanahan, Miss 
Bettina Jones, George Wilson, Miss Elinor Goodridge, 
Miss Dorothy Albert, Anne Waghorne, Roger Clapp, 
Carolyn McCann, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Park, Mr. and 
Mrs. John H. Emerson, Mr. and Mrs. Harborne Stuart, 
Miss H. Julie Hyde, Mrs. M. Bernard Fox, Miss Edith E. 
Rotch, Dr. and Mrs. Hollis L. Albright [Tenley Albright’s 
parents], Mr. and Mrs. Charles Toppan, Mrs. John 
Mechem.

Cambridge Chronicle
8 December 1949, p.18
13-Year Old Girl Passes Tests for Figure Skating

Miss Jean D. Aikenhead, 13, of the Cambridge Skating 
club, took and successfully passed the Preliminary Figure 
Skating Teat of the United States Figure Skating associa-
tion at the Boston rink Saturday. She is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John D. Aikenhead of Belmont. 
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Judges for the test were Charles M. Rotch and Miss 
Phillipa Mathieu of Boston, and Benjamin M. Wright of 
Cambridge. N. Preston Breed, secretary of the Cambridge 
Skating club, arranged the test and trial judged. The 
preliminary test, which carries the honors of a medal for 
the successful candidate and the right to skate with the 
club seniors at the Sunday morning sessions, consists of 
the outside and inside plain edges, skated forward and 
backward, the outside forward circle eight and the inside 
forward circle eight. It is followed by eight numbered 
tests of increasing difficulty, ending with the coveted Gold 
Medal test, usually taken and passed only by champions. 

Following its custom, the Cambridge Skating club will 
obtain and award Jean’s medal as part of its program of en-
couragement for younger skaters. Jean’s parents also skate 
and are members of the Cambridge Skating club. In fact, 
Jean first took the ice at the tender age of one and a half 
on double runners, but has only recently taken up figure 
skating in earnest.

Cambridge Chronicle
23 March 1950, p.6
Skating Club Has Competition Nite

The Cambridge Skating club held its annual competi-
tions Monday evening, at the Boston rink. Results, as 
announced by judges Robert Vose, Dorothy Carroll, and 
Mrs. Channing Frothingham, were: 

Dutch Waltz: 1st, Christine Scannel and Oliver Aldrich; 
2nd, Mr. and Mrs. N. Preston Breed; 3rd, Barbara Stay and 
George Wilson. 

Fourteen Step; 1st, Florence Newcomb and Mr. Breed; 
2nd, Mrs. Irene Rouillard and Mr. Aldrich; 3rd, Carolyn J. 
McCann and Mr. Wilson. 

Waltz: 1st, Miss Newcomb and David Peak; 2nd, Bettina 
Jones and Ernest T. Carlson; 3rd, Muriel Barrett and Mr. 
Breed. 

In the Women’s Free Skating event, which followed 
the dancing, Florence Newcomb won first place, and 
Constance MacDonald, second.

Cambridge Chronicle
2 November 1950, p.20
“Happening In Harvard Square” [item]

Fall Sessions of the Skating Club
N. Preston Breed, Secretary of the Cambridge Skating 
Club, 18 Brattle St., states that announcements of the regu-
lar Fall sessions Saturday afternoons and Monday evenings 
at the Boston rink, 1240 Soldiers Field Road, Brighton, 
have been put in the mail for all members. The Saturday 

sessions will be from 2 to 6 p.m. on November 4, 11, 18 
and 25. The Fall Monday sessions will be from 8 to 11 p.m. 
on November 6, 13, 20 and 27. Due to the late announce-
ment, members may present dues at the door for the first 
sessions, instead of the club office. 

At the Saturday sessions, group lessons at moderate cost 
will be given by world-famous Willie Frick, developer of 
many champions, and Miss Jean H. Coulter, both staff 
professionals at the Skating Club of Boston. As usual there 
will also be time provided for figure skating, tests, exhibi-
tions, dancing, and the always popular Grand March. 

On Mondays, the sessions are for adult figure skaters with 
particular emphasis on ice dancing. Miss Jean H. Coulter, 
a U.S.F.S.A. Gold Medalist and Gold Test Dancer, will give 
group lessons open to all interested members. Time will 
be allocated as usual among figure skating, dancing and 
general skating. Weather and ice permitting, the outdoor 
season at the Mount Auburn st. Cambridge clubhouse 
will open December 1 and run until February 28. An 
active year has been planned, with activities for skaters 
of all ages, including the Junior and Senior competitions. 
Monday dance nights, figure skating and dance tests, chil-
dren’s party, and movies.

Photograph: N. Preston Breed [not reproduced]

Cambridge Chronicle
22 March 1951, p.6
Skating Club Winners

The Cambridge Skating Club held its annual competitions 
Monday evening. Results, as announced by judges Miss 
Dorothy Carroll, Mrs. Channing Frothingham and F. 
Ashton Parmenter, were: 

Dutch Waltz: 1st, Everel Harnden and Christine Scanlon; 
2nd, George G. Wilson, II, and Barbara A. Stay; 3rd, N. 
Preston Breed and Elaine C. Breed. 

Fourteen Step: 1st, N. Preston Breed and Barbara A. Stay; 
2nd, George G. Wilson, II, and Carolyn J. McCann; 3rd, 
Ernest Carlson and Ethel Gallagher. 

Waltz: 1st, Everel Harnden and Irene Harnden; 2nd, Ernest 
Carlson and Bettina Jones; 3rd, Oliver P. Aldrich and Ethel 
Gallagher. 

In the Women’s Free Skating event, which followed the 
dancing, Margaret Sweeney won first place, and Constance 
MacDonald, second.

Cambridge Chronicle
26 April 1951, p.16
Frank L. Milligan

Frank L. Milligan, 72, of 11 Holly ave., who died at Mt. 
Auburn hospital April 20, had for 50 years lived in 
Cambridge, coming here from Canada, his birthplace, at 
an early age. 
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He had been superintendent of the Cambridge Skating 
Club, Mt. Auburn and Willard st. since 1899, and superin-
tendent of the Cambridge Boat club, Memorial drive, for 
over 20 years. 

At the Skating Club he was an instructor in figure skating 
and dance steps. Among his pupils, who later became fa-
mous, is Mirabel [sic] Vinson Owen, U.S. skating champi-
on in figure skating for eight years. 

Mr. Milligan leaves a wife, Agnes Fleck Milligan; a son, 
Frank L. Jr.: three daughters, Mrs. Gertrude Vanidor, 
and Mrs. Dorothy Nickerson, both of Cambridge; Mrs. 
Marion Cronk, of Boston; three grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral was held from the Walsh funeral home, 2175 
Mass. ave., April 24. A solemn high mass of requiem was 
offered at St. Peter’s church, Concord ave. Burial was at 
Cambridge cemetery.

Cambridge Chronicle
20 March 1952, p.16
“Happenings In Harvard Square” [Item]

Cambridge Skating Club Winners Are Announced Here
The Cambridge Skating Club held its annual competitions 
Monday evening. Results, as announced by Judges Miss 
Blanche Harriman, Robert Vose, and Benjamin T. Wright, 
were: 

Dutch Waltz: 1st, Barbara Burbank and N. Preston Breed; 
2nd, Ethel Gallagher and Oliver P. Aldrich; 3rd, Irene 
Rouillard and Everel W. Harnden. 

Ladies Free Skating: 1st, Judy Lamar; 2nd, Margaret 
Sweeney; 3rd, Constance MacDonald. 

Fourteen Step: 1st, Barbara A. Stay and N. Preston Breed; 
2nd, Carolyn J. McCann and George G. Wilson, II; 3rd. 
Irene Rouillard and Robert J. DuMont. 

Waltz: 1st, Irene Rouillard and Oliver P. Aldrich; 2nd, Irene 
Harnden and Everel W. Harnden; 3rd, Athene Burke and 
Dennis Bourque.

Cambridge Chronicle
29 March 1956, p.5
Local Skaters Will Shine in Ice Chips Show 
[excerpt]

A number of Cambridge young figure skaters have been 
selected for prominent roles in The Skating Club of 
Boston’s 44th annual ice production, Ice Chips of 1956, . 
which will be held at Boston Garden. April 5, 6, 7 and 8. 

They include: Pam Hardee, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hardee, of Holden st.; Connie Brewster, of Craigie st.; 
Lynn Finnegan, of Huron ave, who is currently the Eastern 
senior ladies champion and who has in past years been 

juvenile, novice and junior champion [with photograph] 
Cathy and Linda Hogan, daughters of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Hogan, of Larchwood drive; and Misses Barbara 
Heebner, Nancy Conway and Dorothy Albert, also of 
Cambridge, as well as Howard Peak, Arthur Goodridge, 
David Peak, and Stanley Leonard.

Cambridge Chronicle
31 July 1958, p.5
A.M. Goodridge Dies; Investment Banker Was 81

Arthur Minot Goodridge, 81, a Boston investment banker 
and past president of the Cambridge skating Club, died 
last week (Wednesday) at Phillips House, Boston. His 
home was at 1705 Mass. ave. 

A lifelong Cambridge resident, he was graduated from 
Harvard in 1900. After a European tour and work with a 
Boston investment firm, he joined the firm of Estabrook & 
Co, in 1902 and was active until the time of his death. 

Long a skating enthusiast, he and Theresa Weld Blanchard 
won the pair figure skating championship of the United 
States at a New York meet in 1914. He served as president 
of the Cambridge Skating Club from 1919 to 1949. 

Mr. Goodridge was a trustee of the Avon Home, the 
Cambridgeport Savings Bank and the Cambridge YWCA. 
He leaves a sister, Miss Eleanor [sic – Elinor] Goodridge 
of Cambridge. The funeral was held Friday at the First 
Church in Cambridge, Congregational, with the Rev. Dr. 
Raymond Calkins officiating. 

Cambridge Chronicle
7 February 1963, p.11
Cambridge Skating Club Announces the Winners of 
Junior Sports Events

The Cambridge Skating Club, now in its 65th season, held 
its Juniors’ Sports events Saturday, February 2 at the Club 
rink on Willard street. The following members won races 
and other events: 

Potato Races 
•	 Children under 8: 1. Susan Winn, 2. Edward M. Ryerson, 

3. Mac Engel. 
•	 Girls over 8 and under 12: 1. Terry Harris, 2. Kathy 

Agoos, 3. Mary Ellen Candage
•	 Boys under 12: 1. Thomas Kivney, 2. Keith Miller, 

3. Nicholas lonnitiu. 
•	 Boys and Girls over 12 and under 16: 1. Fred Eustis,  

2. Edward Waring, 3. Maureen Kivney. 

One-Lap Races 
•	 Girls under 12: 1. Cyrena Hunneman, 2. Mary Ellen 

Candage, 3. Eileen Malone. 
•	 Two-Lap Races 
•	 Girts over 12 and under 16: 1. Maureen Kivney. 3. Lissy 

Snyder, 3. Holly McDonald. 
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Two-Lap Races 
•	 Boys under 12: 1. Keith Miller, 2. Thomas Kivney,  

3. George Beal. Three-Lap Races
•	 Boys over 12 and under 16: 1. Edward Waring, 2. 

Kenneth Morin, 3. Fred Eustis. 

Backward Races 
•	 Boys: 1. Fred Eustis. 2. Kenneth Morin, Edward Waring. 
•	 Girls: 1. Holly McDonald. 2. Maureen Kivney, 3. Joan 

Ackermann. 

Figure Skating 
•	 Girls: 1. Sally Williams, 2. Abby Henneman, 3. Anna 

lonnitiu. 
•	 Boys: 1. Robert Dietz, 2. Fred Eustis, 3. Thomas Kivney. 

Figures
•	 1. Betsy Williams, 2. Rose Pappenheimer. 

Figure 8’s
•	 1. Joan Ackermann, 2. Cyrena Henneman, 3. Terry 

Harris.

Cambridge Chronicle
28 March 1963, p.12
Skating Club Dance Winners

The Annual Competitions of the Cambridge Skating 
Club were held Monday, March 18, at The Skating Club of 
Boston. The winners of the various dances were: Sweeney, 
Leo N. Hamilton: 2. Mrs. C. Gardner Swain, Arthur 
Drinkwater; 3. Mrs. Franklin T. Hammond, Howard F. 
Peak, III; 4. Evelyn F. Lamond, Ovide F. Cellet. 

Fourteen Step; 1. Ethel M. Gallagher, Ovide F. Cellet; 
2. Mildred A. Sweeney, N. Preston Breed; 3. Barbara 
Keizer, Arthur H. Brooks, Jr.; 4. Evelyn F. Lamond, Leo N. 
Hamilton. 

Waltz: 1. Ethel M. Gallagher. N. Preston Breed; 2. Mrs. 
C. Gardner Swain, Howard F. Peak, III; 3. Mrs. Franklin T. 
Hammond, Ovide F. Cellet; 4. Evelyn F. Lamond, Arthur 
Drinkwater; 5. Mildred A. Sweeney, Leo N. Hamilton. 

During the evening, an exhibition was given by Miss 
Barbara Keizer of Concord, to the great delight of all. She 
is twelve years old, and has been skating only two years, 
but shows great promise in this sport. 

After the competitions, which were judged by Mrs. Mary 
Louise Wright and Miss Sally Crook, everybody was invit-
ed to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Brooks’s house for an infor-
mal party. The Goodridge Bowl was filled to the brim, and 
a toast to Mr. Goodridge was drunk by the enthusiastic 
skaters and friends.

In 2025, a great-niece of Evelyn Lamond, one of the winners, 
shared a photograph of her aunt skating with friends at the 
Cambridge Skating Club in the early 1950s. Photographs 
from the early years of the club are rare, so the photograph is 
a welcome addition to the club’s archives.

Cambridge Chronicle
17 February 1966, p.11
Skating Club Junior Sports Events Winners 
Announced

On a sunny day and on excellent ice, the Juniors’ Sports 
events were recently held at the Cambridge Skating Club. 
Officials were Arthur H. Brooks Jr., president, and Robert 
S. Coit, treasurer. 

Scores of young skaters participated with ribbons going to 
the winners. The results: 

Potato Races
•	 Children under 8: 1. Eric Preusser; 2. David Vise; 3. Jack 

Winn. 
•	 Boys over 8, under 12: 1. James Perkins; 2. Chris Philips;  

3. Aaron Thomas. 
•	 Girls over 8, under 12; 1. Mandy Rackemann; 2, Rebecca 

Higgins; 3, Susan Winn. 
•	 Boys and Girls over 12, under 16: 1. Joan Ackermann;  

2. Cena Henneman; 3. Chris Counihan. 

One Lap Race
•	 Girls under 12: 1, Rebecca Higgins; 2, Eve Gardner;  

3. Susan Winn. 
•	 Children under 7; 1. Eric Preusser; 2. Larry Clogser;  

3, Danny Vorenberg. 

Two Lap Races 
•	 Girls over 12, under 16: 1. Cena Henneman; 2. Joan 

Ackermann; 3, Abby Henneman. 
•	 Boys under 12: 1. Stephen Counihan; 2. Aaron Thomas;  

3. Chris Bator. 
•	 Three Lap Race Boys over 12, under 16: 1. Stewart 

Gardner; 2. Chris Counihan; 3. Keith Miller. 

Backward Races 
•	 Girls: 1. Joan Ackermann; 2. Cena Henneman; 3. Cheryl 

Winn. 
•	 Boys: 1. Keith Miller; 2. Chris Counihan; 3. Stewart 

Gardner.

Cambridge Chronicle,
18 November 1976, p.8
Skating Club opens Nov. 28

The Cambridge Skating Club, one of the oldest in the 
nation, will open its season on Sunday, November 28. 
Regular skating is available on Sundays and Wednesdays 
on artificial ice at the Buckingham Browne & Nichols rink 
in Cambridge. 

Outdoor skating at the Clubhouse at the corner of Willard 
Street and Mt. Auburn Street is available afternoons, and 
under the lights in the evening, whenever natural ice is 
possible. 

For youths 14 and under, hockey is available regularly at 
BB&N on Sunday and Tuesday afternoons. Outdoors, 
informal hockey is possible whenever there is ice. 
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Membership fee is $75 for family and $45 for single mem-
bers. For membership applications please call 598-5728 be-
tween 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. and leave your name and address.

This publicity notice (and the following advertisements) 
were placed in the Chronicle after a substantial drop in 
membership during the 1974–75 season that caused the club 
to operate at a loss. Members were urged to spread “the 
word about the club” to friends. Notices appeared in the 
newspaper for the next five years, after which membership 
stabilized thanks to an uptick in births that began in the late 
1970s as Baby Boomers began to have children.

Also perspective-giving are population statistics for 
Cambridge, which show a continuous drop from 1950 
(120,740) to 1980 (95,322), and just a 0.5% increase from 
1980 to 1990. Only in 2024 did the city match its 1950 
population.

Cambridge Chronicle
25 November 1976, p.1

Advertisement

Cambridge Skating Club Season 

Season Starts Indoors on November 28th,  
Outdoors When Weather Permits 

Family Membership $75.00  
Single Membership $45.00 

For Information on Membership call  
Mon. thru Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

598-5728

Cambridge Chronicle
10 November 1977, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

The advertisement’s report of 44 ice days for the 1976–77 
season corresponds with the number in the club’s centennial 
history.

Cambridge Chronicle
17 November 1977, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
24 November 1977, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
24 November 1977, p.3
Cambridge Skating Club season starts Nov. 27

Both outdoor and indoor skating for the entire family is 
being offered by the Cambridge Skating Club this winter.

Last year there were 44 days of outdoor skating at the 
outdoor rink at Willard and Mount Auburn Street in 
Cambridge. Indoor skating is on Sunday and Wednesday 
at the Buckingham Browne and Nichols rink in 
Cambridge.

The season will open on the Sunday after Thanksgiving at 
the BB&N rink. For information and membership applica-
tion please call 598-5728 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
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Cambridge Chronicle
8 December 1977, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
29 December 1977, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
5 January 1978, p.1 

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
12 January 1978, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
9 November 1978, p.10

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

The number of 44 ice days reported for the 1977–78 season 
should not be assumed to be correct. (This season was one of 
the snowiest winters on record with 20+ inches on January 
21, and 27+ inches on February 6 and 7 (Blizzard of 1978). 

It is possible that the number in the advertisement was not 
changed from the copy used for the 1976–77 season. Note 
that the club’s official ice log is “n.r.” for the 1977–8 season.
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Cambridge Chronicle
23 November 1978, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
30 November 1978, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
21 December 1978, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
8 November 1979, p.1

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
15 November 1979, p.1 

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Note the discrepancy in reported ice days between this ad-
vertisement and the item below. 

Cambridge Chronicle
22 November 1979, p.10
Skating at bb&n opens

The Cambridge Skating Club, one of the oldest in the 
nation, will open its season on Sunday, November 25. 
Regular skating is available on Sundays and Wednesdays 
on artificial ice at the BB&N rink in Cambridge. Outdoor 
skating at the Clubhouse at the comer of Willard Street 
and Mt. Auburn Street is available afternoons, and under 
the lights in the evening, whenever natural ice is possible. 
Last year the Club had 35 days of outdoor skating in addi-
tion to the thirteen weeks of indoor skating at the BB&N 
rink. 



41

For youths 14 and under, hockey is available regularly at 
BB&N rink late on Sunday afternoons. Outdoors, informal 
hockey is possible whenever there is ice. For membership 
applications please call 598-5728 between 9:00 and 5:00 
o’clock.

This article offers new information on the record of ice 
days during the 1978–79 season. The table of ice days in the 
centennial history gives this season as “n.r.” However, this 
article indicates that the season had 35 days.

Cambridge Chronicle
17 January 1980, p.7
Illustration: Poster [not reproduced]
Skating poster winners

The first poster contest of the Cambridge Skating Club 
saw 300 entries from art classes from the Peabody School, 
Shady Hill School and from the Buckingham Browne and 
Nichols Upper and Middle Schools. 

Cambridge artists Henry Isaacs and Lisa DeFrancis judged 
the posters, and the winners were exhibited in the win-
dows of the Cambridge Trust Company in December. 

Sean Kennedy of Shady Hill took first prize, a family 
membership. Second prize single memberships went to 
Judy Hilliard of BBN Middle School and Stacey West of 
Peabody. 

Peabody’s Christine Limerakis won a special prize for the 
poster reproduced above. The club hopes to include all city 
schools in next year’s contest.

This Saturday all poster will be exhibited at the Willard 
and Mt. Auburn St. clubhouse, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. All 
participants will be there for a day of skating. If the ice has 
melted, a January 26 date has been set. 

The club is the oldest skating club in the country, at 81 
years old. For young and old, there is general, dance, figure 
skating, hockey and lessons. Social activities take place 
during the year.

Cambridge Chronicle
31 January 1980, p.2
Photograph: Local Students from Shady Hill, Peabody, 
and Buckingham, Browne and Nichols skated at the 
Cambridge Skating Club Saturday to view the posters 
they’d submitted in the club’s first annual Poster Contest. 
The public is invited to see 75 of the posters at the club-
house, at Willard and Mt. Auburn Sts. Next year, the club 
will have students from all city schools compete. [not 
reproduced]

This item – a photograph of skaters on the ice – and the 
next ones reflect the Cambridge Skating Club’s continuing 
publicity campaign. 

Cambridge Chronicle
13 November 1980, p.8
Join the skating club 

The Cambridge Skating Club is looking for members. The 
clubhouse and rink, corner of Willard and Mount Auburn 
Streets, are open from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. every day there 
is ice, November 23 to mid-March. Members are able to 
skate indoors at the Buckingham Browne and Nichols rink 
all day on Sundays and on Wednesday evenings during 
December, January and February. Skating instruction is 
offered. For information and membership applications 
write 40 Willard St., 02138 or call 876-2400.  

Cambridge Chronicle
20 November 1980, p.7

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

Cambridge Chronicle
27 November 1980, p.9

Advertisement

For  
Family Sport  

Skating 

Outdoors And Indoors 

Outdoors — 44 days last winter at the Willard Street Rink  
Open days and evenings  

Indoors — Every Sunday and Wednesday at BB&N Rink 

Cambridge Skating Club  
founded 1898 

For Information Call:  
598-5728 (9am to 5pm)

The records of the club indicate that the actual number of ice 
days over the 1979–80 season was 34.

The advertising campaign was successful. By the early 1990s, 
the club had a long wait list. Rather than oversee a lengthy 
wait list, the board adopted a policy that required applicants 
to be Cambridge residents – a policy that still holds.
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Cambridge Express
23 January 1982, p.14
Curing Cabin Fever

By Lucy Flack

Don’t let cabin fever get you this year. There’s a world of 
winter fun out there, and you don’t have to be a super-jock 
to enjoy it. When you see those tempting ads about the 
Caribbean and warm sunshine, just remember, we’ll have 
our own nice weather in a few short (?) weeks. Now is the 
time to take advantage of two of New England’s greatest 
and most plentiful resources: snow and ice. Even if you are 
terrified of skiing, or hate ice skating, there are other ways 
to enjoy yourself in the winter, outdoors. There are the 
rewards for those who brave the cold in pursuit of winter 
sports a view of nature in its most fragile and changeable 
season, a chance to get that blood circulating after weeks 
of being semi-sedentary, and the anticipation of a well- 
deserved cup of hot cocoa, with or without a rum kicker, 
at the end of an active day...

Ice Skating is as near as the local MDC rink (Gore & Sixth 
St., 354-9523) or the frozen ponds on the Fresh Pond golf 
course (not exactly encouraged by authorities, but plenty 
of people do skate there. The Frog Pond and the Swan 
Pond in the Boston Public Gardens are fun, free and ac-
cessible places to skate outdoors, and skating there could 
be followed by libations at the Ritz Carlton Cafe for a real-
ly elegant outing. If you are a beginner, or if you just want 
to polish your skating skills, you might consider lessons. 
The Boston Skating Club offers weekly skating lessons for 
adults every Sunday night from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Lessons 
are $3.50 each. The Cambridge Skating Club has outdoor 
skating at 40 Willard St. (indoors at Buckingham, Browne 
& Nichols), lessons and weekly potluck suppers for mem-
bers. New members are always welcome. Call 354-9427 for 
details. 

If you prefer outdoor skating in a more rural setting, 
try Crystal Lake in Newton (not exactly rural, but close 
enough for us “inner-city” folk). It costs $2 for non 
Newton residents, but it has the advantage of being 
well-maintained and supervised. There is always a roaring 
fire inside the main building. Call the Newton Recreation 
Dept, to find out about ice conditions. 

Concord has an abundance of small, picturesque skating 
ponds. You can rent skates and get helpful advice on the 
best places to skate from Macone Sporting Goods, 107 
Lowell Road, Concord, 369-4456. 

Remember, the Charles River is not a good place to skate. 
Even if it looks completely frozen, there are dangerous 
weak spots, so heed the “keep off the ice” signs...

Cambridge Chronicle
28 January 1988, p.1
Photograph [Not shown]:

ON SOLID ICE Tracey Weller, 13, of Humboldt street 
practices her form on partially plowed ice at the 
Cambridge Skating Club’s rink at the corner of Willard 
and Mt. Auburn streets.

The club is marking its 90th anniversary this year and 
couldn’t ask for a colder skating season, so far. (Staff photo 
by Carolyn Hine)

Cambridge Chronicle
27 February 1992, p.1
Skating with no judge rating

Cambridge Skating Club Has Been Offering  
Family Fun For 94 Years
By George Sommers  
Special to the Chronicle 

Believe your eyes, that is a Scandinavian/Swiss style chalet 
and those are happy families ice skating a stone’s throw 
from Memorial Drive. 

Or at least they were two weeks ago, when the thermome-
ter was still below zero and the ice was still frozen. 

But even with the outdoor ice skating season drawing to 
a close, now may be the tune to think about joining the 
Cambridge Skating Club. Current club membership is at 
about 1,400, and there’s a waiting list to join. 

Luckily, members don’t all show up at once, although 
sometimes it seems like they do, says George McEachern, 
club president. Historically, venues for outdoor ice skating 
in Cambridge have been limited, which led to the club’s 
birth back in 1898. Venturing onto the undependable ice of 
the Charles River was never recommended. And although 
Fresh Pond was a popular trolley destination for turn-of-
the-century skaters, the reservoir has since been fenced 
off. The so-called clay pit ponds along Route 2 were also 
frequent skating spots, but parents being parents, concerns 
were raised about the safety of skating on these ponds. 

Back about a century ago, a certain daughter of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, one Mrs. Thorpe [sic], owned a 
field by the Charles which was prone to frequent flooding. 
When frozen, it was ideal for skating. Mrs. Thorpe [sic] 
was amenable to this idea and in 1898 the Cambridge 
Skating Club was born. 

The second oldest club of its kind in the United States, the 
Cambridge Skating Club sits on Mt. Auburn Street next 
to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow Park. The chalet style 
clubhouse, built in 1930, includes a weather vane depicting 
the 1930 French champion figure skating pair. 
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Maribell [sic – Maribel] Vinson, a Ladies’ National 
Champion skater 15 years ago [sic], often practiced at 
the club. Currently, the club tries to keep a family-ori-
ented atmosphere. “The sign of a dedicated ... member is 
callouses on the hands from tightening kids’ skates,” says 
McEachern, father and children’s dentist. 

Fresh baked chocolate chip cookies and cocoa from the 
club’s small kitchen as well as a roaring fire in the stone 
fireplace are hallmarks of the homey environs. 

The rink pipes in music and has floodlights for skating 
after dark. And for aspiring Bobby Orrs, hockey nets are 
available for pickup games. When ice conditions are favor-
able, the outdoor facility is open 10 am to 9 pm seven days 
a week. This, of course, is subject to the whims of Mother 
Nature, which now includes global warming, and since 
Valentines Day, the weather has not cooperated. When the 
ice becomes soup, the club rents out regularly scheduled 
time at such indoor rinks as the Buckingham, Browne and 
Nichols rink and the Daley Rink in Brighton. 

The camaraderie at the club goes beyond the skating. Club 
events include potluck dinners, races and games for the 
younger set as well as Christmas caroling. This month, the 
clubhouse was filled with evidence of a Valentine’s Day 
party, complete with an oldies band. 

Club members can also take advantage of power skating 
clinics and lessons for all levels. While the Cambridge 
Skating Club may not be among the most well-known of 
Cambridge’s attractions, it is one of the most venerable 
and fun. 

Soon after getting up on skates for the first time in 20 
years, freelance correspondent George Sommers was 
heard to exclaim. “I’ve fallen and I can’t get up.”

Photograph: On Thin Ice Skaters were enjoying winter’s 
fruits earlier this month at the historic Cambridge Skating 
Club on Mt. Auburn Street. Since then, the weather has 
warmed and club members find ice time at indoor rinks. 
(Photo by George Sommers) [not reproduced]

Cambridge Chronicle
28 January 1993, p.2 
Photograph: Barrett Weed, 4, learns to skate with her 
mom Joanne Wilber at the Cambridge Skating Club. By 
Jane Tyska. [not reproduced]

Cambridge Chronicle
18 February 1993, p.32 
Community News [Item]

Photograph: Katherine Dingman, 13, of Winchester, tests 
her skills on ice at the Cambridge Skating Club. Photo by 
Jane Tyska. [not reproduced]

Cambridge Chronicle
15 January 1998, p.2
Photograph: Holiday Fun. Cantabrigians enjoy New Year’s 
Day at the Cambridge Skating Club, off Mt. Auburn Street, 
which opened for the season on Jan 1. By Wendy Mimran. 
[not reproduced]

Cambridge Chronicle
16 July 2009, p.19
Eleanor R. Appel

Cambridge – Eleanor R. Appel, age 90, a lifelong resi-
dent of Cambridge, died July 5, 2009. Born and raised 
on Hilliard St.; she was the beloved daughter of the late 
Richard G. and Anna (Herr) Appel. 

Miss Appel was a graduate of the Buckingham School in 
1936. A graduate of Radcliffe College in 1940, she worked 
in placement at the Harvard Law School from 1949–1980, 
and was named Placement Director in 1959. In her youth, 
she enjoyed and taught figure skating at the Cambridge 
Skating Club. Miss Appel traveled extensively and 
among her favorite places to visit were Italy and England. 
Throughout her life she enjoyed music and she played the 
piano for her personal pleasure. She opened her home 
to many of the students studying at the Longy School of 
Music in Cambridge. Known for her cheerful nature, she 
delighted in bidding farewell to her many friends with a 
“Cheerio”!

She is survived by seven nieces and nephews, eleven 
grandnieces and grandnephews, sister-in-law Susan Appel 
of Keene, NH and her devoted friend James Thompson of 
Lexington, MA. She was the sister of the late Richard G. 
Appel, Jr. of Gloucester and William H. Appel of Keene, 
NH. Plans for a celebration of her life will be announced at 
a later date. Those desiring may send a memorial tribute to 
the Longy School of Music, Appel Scholarship Fund, One 
Follen St., Cambridge, MA 02138. Arrangements under the 
direction of Anderson-Bryant Funeral Home of Stoneham. 

Eleanor Appel grew up on Hilliard Street within  easy 
walking distance of the club. She placed third in the national 
ladies’ novice competition in 1936, and later taught skating 
at Willard Street. In the 1970s, she was one of the first wom-
en to join the club’s board of managers.

Cambridge Chronicle
18 February 2010, p.10
Cambridge On My Mind

Changing Times at the Cambridge Skating Club
Steve Nadis

This is the year I broke down and joined the Cambridge 
Skating Club. In fact, I signed the whole family up. Since 
we’re all avid skaters, you might wonder why it took us 
so long. (After all, I’ve been in Cambridge for nearly 35 
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years.) Well, there’s no good reason except the usual one, 
which is me being my usual crusty self. Given the club’s 
long history, dating back to 1897, I figured it might be 
snooty. I’m a Frog Pond kind of guy and thought I might 
feel out of place in an establishment with the weight of all 
that tradition behind it. I worried that the ice would be 
too hard or too soft, that the clubhouse would be too hot 
or too cold. That I wouldn’t like the people. Or that I’d like 
them too much. You can see I had a lot of concerns. 

I’d actually been to the club last year as a guest and even 
reported on it in these pages —about how I’d gotten cut up 
a during a “casual” hockey game when an errant stick got 
a little too chummy with my forehead. I’m pretty sure I de-
scribed the grief I’d taken when I reported the incident on 
my blog: “There’s no crying in hockey!” “Next time wear 
a ‘Baby on Board’ sign before you grab a stick!” And so 
forth. Still, I can’t really complain about the accident since 
I was foolish enough to play without a helmet. And the 
people in the club treated me well, successfully bandaging 
up my face so I wouldn’t need stitches and wouldn’t go to 
my next costume party as Frankenstein without the mask. 

That was then and this is now. And truth be told, we’re 
having a pretty good time of it at the old club. And 
keeping safe. (No further lacerations, or high stickings, to 
report.) That hasn’t always been the case when I’ve ven-
tured outside the club’s friendly confines. Like the time I 
went skating last week at Spy Pond—just minding my own 
business when something rammed into the back of my 
head, sending me sprawling on the ice. I got up, trying to 
figure out what happened, when I saw a model airplane (at 
least a foot long with a two-foot wingspan) lying upside 
down, nearby. And a guy holding the controls yelling, “Are 
you OK?” 

That’s made me the butt of countless jokes, with friends 
constantly asking me: “Can you tell us the story of how 
you were hit in the head by an airplane?” 

I have to say, things are a bit duller at the Skating Club. 
None of that stuff going on. And, frankly, I prefer it that 
way. (And so does my cranium.) This is the time when I’m 
supposed to get all cynical and earn my keep as the acerbic 
columnist I was hired to be. Only I’m going to have to 
disappoint on that score as I really don’t have a bad thing 
to say about this venerable institution. It’s all about the 
skating and if you like the skating as my whole family does 
“it’s all good,” as they say. I’m definitely getting my money’s 
worth out of the membership. In fact, the club president 
told me confidentially that I had a shot at winning the 
annual attendance award. Although I also heard that a 
12-year-old girl with whom we’ve become acquainted was 
told something similar. I can get pretty competitive about 
this sort of thing, but I’ve assured the girl’s parents that I 
won’t pull a Tonya Harding. 

What more can I say about this club about which I had 
such grave trepidations as to postpone my membership 
for nearly three-and-a-half decades? The people are nice, 
and I like them plenty but not too much. The club house is 

comfortable not too hot and not too cold. And, generally 
speaking, the ice is fine, too. My older daughter is becom-
ing an elegant figure skater, while my younger girl is pur-
suing a double major in both figure skating and hockey. 

Meanwhile, I’m trying to make my mark, too, standing out 
from the crowd so to speak, in two ways. First as a shovel-
er (and I’m not referring to the freshwater duck): Simply 
put, I try to keep the outside ice free from snow, when I 
can. Though my wife is worried that I’ve become obsessed 
just like some neighbors who went overboard on the 
hedge trimming and sweeping. And my daughters wonder 
when I’m going to put down the shovel; and start skating. 

I’ve also taken it upon myself to be the guy who changes 
directions at the indoor rink, so we’re not always going 
counterclockwise. Every time I’ve asked the other skaters, 
they’ve always obliged me, the so-called “change guy.” And 
come to think of it the idea of me — a long-time outsider/
malcontent now being a contented member of the skating 
club may represent the biggest change of all. 

Columnist Steve Nadis would like you to reread his essay, 
if you don’t mind, this time going from right to left.

A science writer by profession, Steve Nadis wrote a weekly 
humor column for the Cambridge Chronicle from the 1980s 
until 2022 when the paper lost its editor (and only full-time 
reporter). Steve is still a member of the Cambridge Skating 
Club; if you see an old bike attached to one of the bike racks 
at the corner of Willard and Mt. Auburn, chances are good 
that it is Steve’s and that he is zooming around the ice.  

Cambridge Chronicle
3 January 2013, pp.8,10
Cambridge on My Mind
A sense of history — and direction

By Steve Nadis

I just won my first ice skating award likely the only one I’ll 
ever pocket and, amazingly, I was well into my 50s when 
I won it. To be perfectly candid, the award wasn’t exact-
ly for skating. It was for attendance. During the winter 
of 2009–10, which was the year my family joined the 
Cambridge Skating Club, I had the best attendance record 
of any member, according to an unofficial tally. The club 
president at the time, Annette LaMond, told me I probably 
should get “some kind of prize” for my consistency, even 
if it was of the plodding variety. After all, didn’t Woody 
Allen say, “80 percent of skating is just showing up?” Or 
maybe it was Sonja Henie. Either way, I think it’s pretty 
impressive that a middle-aged guy who, as a sickly youth, 
missed more days of grade school than any of his peers 
made it to skating more often (and arguably bringing 
greater joie de vivre to the exercise) than anybody else. 
But three years later, I started to worry that I would never 
get the recognition I had worked so hard to earn during 
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my inaugural membership year. So you can imagine my 
surprise at a recent club gathering when LaMond, who 
was about to hand off the presidency to her successor, 
realized she could not finish off her term without setting 
things right. I finally got my long-awaited award in the 
form of a book, “A History of the Cambridge Skating 
Club (1897–2001),” which was written and autographed by 
LaMond herself. It’s a handsome volume, filled with rous-
ing prose and beautiful photos, and I’ve enjoyed reading it 
immensely. 

I’ve learned a lot about ice-skating, including the lit-
tle-known fact that in this country it really began in 
Philadelphia, of all places, the town W.C. Fields loved 
to hate. I also gained an appreciation of the 115-year-old 
Cambridge club the second oldest in the country and 
the people and traditions associated with it. Most of the 
groups I belong to don’t have much of a history and are 
certainly not worthy of an entire book. My volleyball 
group has been together, with some degree of flux, for 
about 30 years, and there’s not much to be said for it The 
balls have changed, the outdoor courts have become 
smaller, and that’s about it. My handball fraternity has only 
lasted some 15 years, and in that time nothing out of the 
ordinary has happened save for the occasional “kill shot” 
and “ace” serve. In fact, I’ve already exhausted this subject 
to the point that people are literally begging me to come 
up with new, and more interesting, ways of boring them. 

Skating in Cambridge, as I’ve discovered through 
LaMond’s book, is a rich subject that’s largely untapped, 
replete with colorful characters. George H. Browne, 
co-founder of the Brown & Nichols School, became active 
in the club during its second year, 1898, devoting himself 
to ice-making and figure skating pedagogy. 

“The best way to learn to skate is, of course, to imitate 
good skaters,” he wrote. “In default of good of skaters to 
imitate, the next resort is to the skating book,” of which 
Browne authored many. 

As a model, one might have turned to Maribel Vinson, the 
“American Sonya Henie,” a club member since early child-
hood who won the national ladies figure skating champi-
onship nine times but never, so far as I’ve heard, won; a 
skating attendance championship. Joan Tozzer, who also 
learned to skate at the club, won the national title three 
times but again failed in the all-important “just showing 
up” category. 

Inspirational as it was to read about the triumphs of the 
club’s early members, it made me wonder what my role 
might be and whether I would distinguish myself enough 
to gain entry into the next skating club history, circa 
2001–2101. In addition to the “iron man” record I com-
piled during my freshman year, a feat rivaling those of Lou 
Gehrig and Cal Ripken Jr., I also made a memorable debut 
at the club, sustaining a bloody gash above my eye during 
a pickup hockey game. 

I topped that a few weeks later while skating at Spy Pond 
where I was hit on the head and knocked to the ground by 
a remote-control-operated model airplane with a 3-foot 
wingspan. All this is now part of club lore, yet I prefer to 
be remembered as a steadfast advocate for reverse skating 
(in the left-handed, clockwise direction), while most favor 
the counterclockwise style. 

I’m a lefty, in both my penmanship and politics, and did 
not shy away from this oppositional role. Yet I’d like to 
think I’ve brought a bit of diversity to the club, as well as 
a sense of direction that those of the clockwise persuasion 
might have felt was lacking, despite the club’s glorious 
tradition. 

Columnist Steve Nadis is a left-leaning skater who 
sharpens his blades, and wits, in the Riverside district of 
Cambridge.

Cambridge Chronicle
22 May 2014, p.30

Wanted: Manager of Skating Club

F/T mgr to oversee outdoor skating rink & tennis courts 
Duties: supervise transition btw skating & tennis, main-
tain grounds & clubhouse, supervise staff, monitor mem-
ber usage & events. Some evening & weekend hrs  
Rqd: CORI check; BA/BS; 2+ yrs exp See job posting on
www.cambridgeskatingclub.org.

The management of two clubs on one property in two 
seasons is challenging. A lot of learning-by-doing goes into 
making and maintaining ice through the winter. The same is 
true of the installation and maintenance of Har-Tru tennis 
courts. Both the CSC and the CTC have been fortunate in 
their managers.

Cambridge Chronicle
2 April 2015, p.A4
“Your News” [item] 

Photograph: Final Thaw Out. Cambridge Skating Club on 
Mt. Auburn and Willard streets thaws out after a winter 
under the snow. Courtesy Steven Brown. [not reproduced]
The Cambridge Skating Club enjoyed 52 ice days during 
the winter of 2014–15. The season was late in starting. The 
first ice day was January 3. But once the cold weather set 
in, there was lots of skating: 17 days in January; 27 (!) in 
February; and 8 (!!) in March.
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